
(»om tbe pampblet Anarchism and the Black Fa\>o
, ltian. written in the mid·1970s by Lorenzo Konlboa 
"fU'Win, one of the Marion brothers - prisoners at the 
infamous Behavior Modification Unit at Marion, Illinois 
prison. The assay lays out a complex and specific pro
gram for making tbe Black anarchist revolution. While 
tbere are many things to critidze -such as the absence 
of women and youtb from his analysis, or his possibly 
too-optimistic view of community elections - Emrf.ry 
foresaw many of tbe developments in US and world 
politics, and his analysis of building a multi-racial move
ment is stin insightful and useful. In particular, 
his exploration of tbe different needs of different oom
munities raises difficult questions for anarchists. This 
selection is taken from various parts of the 50 page 
pamphlet. If you want the whole pamphlet, please send 
us $4 to oover photocopying and postage.) 

Basmg t:hemselves 011 such social forcr,"IS, the Nazis and 
Klan are trying to build a mass movement which can hire 
itself out to the Capitalists at the propt"!r moment and 
assume State power. 

A first step in organizing and preparing the working 
class for the coming crisis must be directly taking on 
this Right-Wing threat. The Left and Labor organiza
tions must organize to defend workers and oppressed 
peop\e fcom physical assaults by the Klan, Nazis, and 
other racists (such as the bombings of Black civil rights 
activists's homes, and anti-abortion fanatics who have 
firebombed and attacked abortion clinics). It is part of 
the same battleground. 

But in addition to defensive operations, we must take 
offensive action where and when this is possible. For 
example, where the balance of forces allows it, we 
must organize to drive the Nazis and Klan off the 
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ANARCHISM AND THE BLACK 
REVOLUTION 

A Wonlto hardists About Rads• aad Wlay Wt Must Oppose h 
The working class is multi-national, and white ra

cism is the major divider and obstacle to a united 
working class. Further, the Anarchist movement espe
cially, (and the White radical movement generally) has 
not effectively dealt with the issue, in some instances, 
not at all: This must change. There can be no successful 
working class revolution without Black and non-White 
working people taking equal part. 

.lttN-' Oau: 1lle (oat~_ C1u. ... dw al tt.. SAdol R•velnti-. 
Blacks and other non-White peoples are oppressed 

both as members of the working class and as a racial 
nationality. They are a distinct people, hounded and seg
regated in American society. By struggling for their hu· 
man and Civil Rights, they come into confrontation with 
the entire Capitalist system. At this juncture the move
ment can go into the direction of revolution and social 
change, or winning reforms and democratic rights within 
the structure of Capitalism The potential is there for 
either. If it does become a revolutionary movement capa· 
ble of overthrowing Capitalist rule, it must link up with 
the radical working class movement. 

But, because of this dual form of oppression and the 
depth of social desperation that it creates, it is necessary 
for oppressed peoples to build independent movements 
to unite their own peoples first. This self-activity of the 
oppressed masses, {such as the Black Libera_tion Move
ment), is inherently revolutionary, and is an essential part 
of the social revolutionary process of the entire working 
class. It cannot be down-graded or ignored by White 
workers if a revolutionary victory is to be had. It has to be 
recognized as a cardinal principle by all, that oppressed 
peoples have a right to self-determination, including the 
right to run their own organizations. 

S.aslt ft. Right-Wiagl 
The Nazis and the Ku Klux Klan are among the few 

Right-Wing political forces that pose, or appear to 
pose, a radical answer to the problems of society. 
That these solutions are false will matter little to 
confused and hysterical people searching desper· 

-ately for a way out of ths cr~sia 

streets. We must organize commando-type actions to 
attack their rallies, close their bookshops and newspa
pers, and break up their marches. Since the Nazis and 
Klan organize by threatening and using violence, we 
must be prepared to reply to them in kind, but in an 
organized and effective WC¥. Thus, we can smash the 
Right and begin to smash the State. 

"The second prong of our strategy is to organize 
among the workers and other oppressed sections of 
society with a program that addresses their needs . 
As-has.he~W-.said... the Nazis .and Kl<\n rAcruit. :unang 
certain social layers- overwhelmingly White- who 
are being hard-pressed by the developing crisis. 
These people see Blacks, Latinos, Women, Asians, 
Gays, and the Left as a whole, as a threat. They are 
racist and reactionary. Fearful that they might lose 
the little they have, they buy the myth that the 
problem is "those -people" trying to steal their jobs, 
homes, etc, rathe1 than the decay of the Capit~st 
system. 

As long as then appears to be no alternative to 
fighting over a shrin ting social "pie," the Nazis and the 
Klan will get a heariJ.~g among the degenerate elements 
of the working class. 

The only way to undercut the appeal of the Right is 
to organize a Libertarian workers movement that can 
fight for and win the things that people need: for 
example, jobs, decent housing and schools, health 
care, etc. This can "demonstrate ooncretely that there is 
an alternative to the Right-Wmg "solution." 

In all areas of our organizing, we must carry out 
consistent revolutionary propaganda explaining that 
Capitalism is responsible for unemployment, rising 
prices, rotten schools and housing, and the rest of 
the decay that we see around us. And we must 
expose the fact that while the Nazis, Klan and other 
Right-Wingers make Blacks, Jews, Gays and other 
oppressed peoples the scapegoat for the economic 
crisis, their real aim is to destroy the entire Workers's 
movement, and they then intend to commit geno
cide, start world war, and tum them into slaves of 
the State. Therefore, they are a threat to an workers
Black, Asian, T..atino, and White. 
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Yt\m Is rl-• Jlad Strvggle Today? Aid WMrt Sldd It Ill~? 
The central demand is for Black control of the Black 

community, its politics and economy. We have to take 
co.Jtrol over the cities, establish municipal communes, 
and exercise self-government, as a vital first step. We 
are the majority in many of the major cities of the US 
and we should be able to control our own affairs, but 
a5 we should now be aware we won't ever get this 
power through voting for some Black capitalist politi· 
cian, of from passively depending for "salvation" on 
leaders of one sort or another. We have to do it our
selves if we are to ever get on the road to freedom. 

Cooperatives can help many Black communities to 
lessen the parasitic grip of the White Capitalist blood· 
suckers and acquire a larger measure of autonomy over 
some aspects of their economic life. But this is quite 
different from expecting that the present owners and 
controllers of the US economy will satisfy the needs of 
the Black community or that "Black Capitalistft 
schemes will solve or even alleviate the most pressing 
problems of Black people, such as housing, unemploy
ment, poverty, and education. A fundamental transfor
uation of the whole economic, political, and social 
system is required for this, but before that can happen 
Blacks must establish communes and cooperatives, and 
thus effectively take control, of the places where they 
live and work. 

We should establish community councils to make 
policy decisions and administer the affairs of the Black 
community. These councils would be democratic 
neighborhood assemblies composed of repre
sentatives elected by Black workers in various commu
nity institutions - factories, hospitals, schools -as 
well as delegates elected on a block basis. 

The local councils should be federated, or joined 
tog ather, on regional, state, and national levels, the aim 
~ :11g to create a National Federation of Black Com· 
rr.,,- PS ~··'-Jch would be composed of elected, not ap
pointed, delegates representing their local 
constituencies. Such a National Federation of Commu
ruty Councils could work out common policies and 
speak with one voice on all matters affecting their 
CX'mmunities as a whole and their relations with all 
other forces and agencies. It would thus have far more 
strength than any single community ever could. 

The Black community councils are really Black United 
Fronts, made up of all the social formations of our people, 
the block and neighborhood committees, the church, 
Labor, student and youth groups, and the Social Activist 
g:oups, to unite their various protest actions around a 
common program or struggle for this period. These united 
fronts will provide to the mass spontaneous action a form 
o! organization whose social base is of the Black working 
class and community grassroots (rather than the usual 
Black middle-class leadersrup), and will serve as a cata· 
lyst to militant struggle. 

The anarchists recognize these community coun
cils as being a form of direct democracy, and as being 
especially important because they provide embry
onic self-ru:e and a beginning of an alternative to the 
capitalist government. It is a way to undermine the 
government and make it an irrelevant dinosaur; it is 
a vital fliS't step toward full economic and political 
independence for Black people and Social Revolution 
in America. 

We must therefore have community control of all the 
inst.tutions of the Black community. Only the residents 
of 2 community have a true understanding of its needs 
a.nc;. desires. As long as White society 90ntinues to 
dominate the institutions of the Black community, ra
cal tens1ons will ro::J.tlH!e :.: :...r~ . :r~ ~ple is truly 
fr&e unti! it can determine its own destiny. ONWARD 
1':> THE BLACK REVOLUTION! BUILD THE BLACK 
COMMUNE!* 
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