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FOR FREE DEMOCRATIC ANTI-RACIST EDUCATION 
 
Some say that students must now stop protesting and resisting. They say that our struggles are caused by a few "trouble-makers". We 
have been openly threatened with police repression if we disrupt tertiary education. But we cannot stop fighting back - yet.  
 

SAME OLD STORY 
Many Black students -mainly those from working-class backgrounds- (and even some Whites )cannot afford the rising and outrageous 
fees charged in tertiary education. As a result,  many good students are excluded unjustly every year. They do not have money- the 
god of this racist-capitalist society !!  
 
But the government is reluctant to do anything about the situation. Minister Bengu has openly stated that tertiary education will 
never be made freely available. And the historically White universities continue to receive far more funding than the historically 
Black universities. This is in the Budget! 
 
Black people are still a minority at the old "White" universities and technikons. Some of the historically Black universities are on the 
verge of financial and organisational collapse. And workers are facing direct assaults on their living and working conditions through 
sub-contracting , outsourcing and part-time work by the administrations.  
 

EDUCATION A RIGHT NOT A PRIVILEGE 
After two years, we must realise that we cannot rely on the politicians any more than we can rely on the racist administrations. The 
politicians are sitting pretty in government while we are sitting broke on the  campuses. Let us realise these fat cats are NOT our 
allies, they are part of the problem.  
 
The university administrations and councils are just as bad- usually worse. On some campuses like Wits, we still face the old 
apartheid era dinosaurs- the people who expel protesters every year, who  attacked  Makgoba, who  hold FFACT hostage.  
 
On others, we have so-called "transformed" councils. But all that has happened in these cases is that a few faces have changed at the 
top.  NOTHING ELSE has changed- we have  not got enough funds, our libraries and classrooms are overcrowded, workers still face 
dismissal, and we still have NO REAL SAY in what goes on  these places. The banning of parties on campus  is a perfect example. 
 

WHAT  IS TRANSFORMATION? 
Everyone talks about transformation- but hardly anyone says what they mean. This word is losing all meaning. 
 
Yet it is vital that we start to discuss what we want. We in the Workers Solidarity Federation: Voice of Anarchist-Syndicalism, 
start from the position that ALL student struggles must be supported and defended. Every partial victory is a step on the road to 
freedom We cannot wait for some saviour from above to help us- we must take mass action. We must unite all progressive student 
forces into a Black-centred STUDENT UNION that will  fight alongside the workers for our rights. 
 
Changing faces at the top is NOT the solution. While it is a progressive step to dislodge the apartheid dinosaurs from our midst, we 
must think in terms of other ways to democratise the universities. We must aim for real worker-student-staff control of the 
institutions. Lets lock out the bureaucrats and run things ourselves. 
 
And we need to restructure and redefine the role of tertiary education. We are being trained as managers and experts to "manage” the 
working and poor masses for the bosses and politicians. This is wrong! The workers produce the wealth that sustains the universities 
and the universities must serve the needs of the workers- not the exploiting, authoritarian bosses and politicians. 
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