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JALb PRJ'iiJIIE PQ' received this following letter 
via e-mail, so we decided to publish It, because It fits 
our Columns-section. If you'd like to send us letters, 
stories, columns or any other form of contributions, 
send It on to:  

----··-- --- _______ N 

- by Claire -

I JUSt thought I'd subm1t a p1ece of poetry that 
I'd love to share w1th anyone wdlmg to read. here 1l1s: 

"Answer the Question'' 

rush of blood after the fiTS! bullet 
that's how life is, go with it? 
warning: don·r get swept away 
we all know, besides one or two 
how life can take you last 
like a hit to the face 
or the heart torn in two. 
some days blood runs cold minds downcast 
but today we all, but a few 
feel a devilish fire 
sweat soaked body feeling new 
dead dusty dirt under our feet 
lies, all lies but the voices above us 
we all know, except far those that do? 
murderers of the beat hide behmd the covers 
takes mare than a lillie 
more of what they knew 
to keep the rhythm right 
and rhythm night and day through: 
link the lovers in a love of the others 
bind the bringers and breakers of the beat 
and throughout our sorrows and songs 
every other night at the live we will meet! 

I believe that no matter how much voolence and pam there 
Is in this world as long as there is a gJg to go to and a band 
to rip things up woth- I'll be happy. But when people start 
bringing violence to gogs and bands have bad v1bes w1th 
each other. that's when we have to look at ourselves and 
stop messing thongs uplAnd another thong, keep the musoc 
real and avoid hodtng behond the covers. 

Take It easy and keep rocking! 
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chist Communist Federation) from the devastatingly poor 
community of Motsoaledl, Soweto in October 2002. The 
project is made up of a community vegetable garden, a 
tool lending library and a library and study room. The BAG 
formed shortly after the United Nations Weird $ummit on 
(un)$ustainable Development in Johannesburg in 2002, 
after members of the BAG met with other anarchists or
ganising around the summit, and began developing an 
interest in anarchism as opposed to the authoritarian 
Marxism they were influenced by at the time. 

The initiative was then taken by the BAG to try and politi· 
cise their community, as well as to try and encourage a 
culture of mutual aid and self-reliance as opposed to de
pendence on government who, although the people of 
Motsoaledi have been living there for over ten years, has 
not granted any of them land title deeds or delivered basic 
services like electricity and sanitation. Despite all their 
promises come election time. 

With financial help from some anarchists from Zabalaza 
Books and the Bikisha Media Collective the BAG was able 
to purchase the necessary materials to build a corriguated 
iron shack about 3 by 4 meters wide, which was to func· 
tion as a community library as well as a meeting room for 
the collective. Book donations where then collected from 
various sources including religious youth groups and the 
Workers' Library in Johannesburg and Zabalaza Books do
nated various anarchist pamphlets to the project. and will 
continue to do so, as well as some anarchists donating 
books from their own collection to the project 

In an attempt to encourage co-operation and support 
within the community of Motsoaledi the BAG then set 
about encouraging community members to pool their re
sources together to help each other and began collecting 
tools from various community members to start a tool 
lending library. The idea being that, instead of people own· 
ing their own tools and others having none, any community 
members could donate their tools to the project Now, 
whenever someone in the community needs tools to erect 
a shack or for gardening they can just go to the library, 
sign their name and address and take what they need and 
return it when they're done. 

In addition to this, since all members of the BAG were un
employed, they began cultivating a vegetable garden to 
feed themselves from, with seeds given to them from ZB, 
and soon after starting their own garden they managed to 
convince their neighbours, some of whom were also grow· 
ing vegetables and mielies, to communalise all the gar-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ dens. Thus making one big community farm that grows 
: tomatoes. onions. spinach, cabbage, mielies and more. 

ANARC.H.ISM IN ACTION: 
TRE P.H.AMB.ILE MOTSOALE.DI 

COMMUNITY PROJECT 

- by. Jonathan -

The Phambile Motsoaledi Community Project was started 
by a small annrchist collective called the Black Action 
Group (whoch is a member collective of the Zabalaza Anar-

By this stage a lot of interest in the project had been gen· 
era ted from within the community and in November 2002 
the BAG called their first public meeting to explain the pro
ject and their ideas to the community. That day almost 
100 people, aging between 7 and 74, signed up to do vol
unteer work in the garden and library of what they decided 
to call the Phambile (forward) Motsoaledi Community Pro
ject. The library and garden began to function as a com
mune and project members would work in the garden and 
library together and then share the produce of their labour. 
Since then the project has gone through varyong levels of 





~-~--There's been quite a 
lot of debate within 
punk/HC circles in 
South Africa lately about 
anarchism, and I'm 
pissed off to say that a 
tot of what has been 
said is no more than the 
blatant misrepresenta
tion of anarchtsm that 
you'd expect to come 
from the corporate; 
mainstream media. Any
way, at a tot of the 
shows I've been to I've 
seen kids with circled
A's drawn on their 
clothes, and most of the 
time when I ask them 
what it means I'm in
sulted with the usual 
response of 'It means 
anarchy man, chaos and 
destruction' . Yes. the 
circled-A or 'anarchy 
sign' does stand for an
archy, but anarchy does
n't mean chaos or de
struction. That's the 
realm of capitalism and 
the state, and it's through their media and institutions 
that they have deliberately misrepresented and demon
ised anarchism for over a century, because of the great 
threat it poses to those parasites who profit off the suf
fering and misery of the masses and the destruction of 
our planet. Anarchy is the opposite; a society organised 
and run under the direct control of those who form that 
society, through rank and file workers' committees and 
community councils, without the interference of author~ 
tarian institutions like government In short; workers' 
self-management and community control to satisfY the 
needs of all , not the profits of the few. Anarchy is the 
ultimate utopian state of society we seek to achieve, 
free of oppression, misery and injustice. Anarchism is 
the ideology of building this new world, through propa
ganda and action. 

But it's not a recent phenomenon for punks to 
be attracted to anarchism and to wear anarchy signs on 
their clothes, even if some don't know what it means. In 
fact. some of the early punk bands were anarchist col
lectives, like Crass, Conflict and Oi Polloi. So, at the risk 
of sparking another lengthy and heated debate I would 
like to define what it means to be punk, to me, and at
tempt to draw similarities between punk and anar-

2J 

chist Alexander Berkman said in 
his book The ABC of Anarchism: 
"You cannot make any greater 
mistake than to accept BLINDLY 
this or that advice. You are sure 
to go wrong. Only your own rea
son and experience can decide 
where the right road lies.· That 
said, I consider punk to be a reac
tion to oppression and injustice; 
against the system which 
"perpetuates oppression and in
justice and against all those who 
uphold that system. The same 
could be said of anarchism. One 
of my favourite and most influen
tial bands back in the day, before 
I got into D.I.Y/ anarcho-punk, 
was Bad Religion and I remember 
reading in Greg Graffin's Punk 
Manifesto that an important as
pect of punk was critical and ob
jective thought, the process of 

analysing and dissecting given information to form 
one's own opinion, based on their own interpretation 
and understanding of events and society. So, consider
ing the fact that "nearly all mass media are owned and 
controlled by a handful of conservative capitalists', as 
Anti-Flag put it, it's not surprising then that they would 
be very selective about what information they allow to 
be distributed, obviously, in order to protect their own 
interests. Do you remember hearing anything in the 
mainstream media after the September 11 attacks that 
Bin Laden and the Tallban were trained and funded by 
the CIA to fight the Russian commies during the Cold 
War? Mainstream/corporate media is nothing more 
than a propaganda machine to push the interests of big 
business and the state, to brainwash the population 
into being obedient slaves who never question or resist 
And what little news they do provide is always biased, 
distorting world events in such a way that the popula
tion feels compelled to take the side of those who con
trol the media. Punks and anarchists have always rec
ognised this and 'devise[ d) and implement[ed) alterna
tive methods of distributing our news, our information, 
our ideas' . Hence all the D.i.Y 'zines, pirate radio and 
Independent Media Centres around the world where 
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you will often find that punks and anarchists are in
volved to a large degree. Although, to be fair and with 
the exception of electronic media, anarchists were do
Ing this for about a hundred years before punk came 
about 

To me, having developed an analysis of society 
which is critical of and in opposition to the status quo, 
punk is about rebellion. But I think that people often 
gravitate towards punk without consciously knowing 
what they're trying to rebel against, if anything. Often 
they're attracted to the image of punk, especially that of 
the street punk with studded leather jacket and 
charged hair. But, hopefully, people initially attracted to 
punk through the image become conscious, often 
through the music and 'zines, to injustice and the ills of 
society. Others, who are already aware of their sur
roundings, might be attracted to punk/HC because it 
expresses the ideas and beliefs that they already hold. 
Either way, here is what I would consider to be some 
basic principles of hardcore punk, and anarchist, ideol
ogy. Namely anti-racism, anti-sexism, the D.I.Y ethic or 
as anarchists call it direct action and, of course, a 
healthy disrespect for authority. Where anarchists may 
differ with some punks is on their understanding and 
interpretation of the purposes of such forms of oppres
sion and injustice in a class society. 
Capitalism is the socio-economic system of the entire 
world, including those state capitalist nations such as 
Cuba and China masquerading as communist. A system 
where 95% of the wealth and natural resources of the 
world are owned and controlled by about 5% of the 
population. The remainder of the population, with the 
exception of the middle class who at least have some 
opportunity for a half decent life, are condemned to a 
life of back breaking labour, poverty and unemploy
ment Such a world system, which has created two obvi
ously antagonistic classes- both with opposing inter
ests- can only exist by maintaining the division within 
these two classes. As anti-<:apitalists, anarchists recog
nise that any form of oppression, be it racism or homo
phobia, has throughout history been used as a tool both 
to divide the world population and set us against one 
another, as well as a justification for all sorts of exploi
tation in order to protect the interests of a particular 
ruling class. Namely that 5% of the population who con
trol our lives. 

The punk/HC community has always embraced 
the DIY ethic as a means of taking back control of our 
lives, be it from profiteering record Ia bels who try to 
commercia lise punk to taking back control of our minds 
through self-education and alternative media. So it 
should come as no surprise then to find that DIY is a 
fundamental principle of anarchist ideology. Anarchists 
believe that only by ordinary people taking direct action 
against the forces of economic, political and mental 
oppression, instead of relying on any hierarchical insti
tutions, can we change our own conditions and indeed 
the world. 

• 'Do-it-yourself is the essence of anarchist ac
tion, and the more people apply it on every level, in edu
cation, in the workplace, in the family, the more ineffec
tive restrictive structures will become and the more de-

pendence will be replaced by individual and collective 
self-reliance" (George Woodcock, Anarchism: A History 
of Libertarian Ideas and Movements). 
Only by taking back control or our lives, our communi
ties and our workplaces that every person affected by a 
decision is able to participate In the entire decision 
making process, can we be sure that no power mongers 
or opportunists can put their interests before others. 
This is true, direct democracy, not the lies peddled by 
the ruling elite where they con us into thinking that by 
exercising our 'right' to vote every four years we actually 
have any control over our lives. 

And of course, a healthy disrespect for author
ity. The word anarchy is derived from Latin or Greek and 
directly translated means 'without authority', meaning 
by authority: 
'The power to impose one's own will.. .authority not only 
is not necessary for social organisation but. far from 
benefiting it, lives on it parasitically, hampers its devel
opment. and uses its advantages for the special benefit 
of a particular class which exploits and oppresses the 
others' (Errico Malatesta, I' Agitazione June 4, 1897). 

Punks are usually also anti-authoritarians, who 
rebel against the authority in their homes, or at school. 
But often I find that although many punks hate the au
thority of police, laws and government, few recognise 
the particular class interests that these authoritarian 
institutions serve. Namely, protecting the status quo 
and maintaining the division between the two antago
nistic classes, the working class i.e. the majority and the 
ruling class i.e .. the minority. Anarchists are against any 
form of coercive authority and believe that the only limit 
to individual freedom should be that it does not en
croach on the freedom of others. 

The state; government with its armies, police. 
jails and courts is the ultimate manifestation of author
ity and hierarchical domination. and the arch enemy of 
any true anarchist. We are opposed to the state be
cause it is not neutral and cannot be made to serve our 
Interests. The structures of the state are only necessary 
when a minority seeks to rule over the majority. And so, 
the destruction of the state, and its replacement with a 
federation of decentralised and non-hierarchical com
munity and workplace committees. is the ultimate goal 
of the anarchists. And indeed, if punks want to live in a 
peaceful world, free of want and exploitation. misery 
and suffering, then it should be their goal too. You can 
shout and scream about all the injustices in the world 
but nothing will ever change until we confront the ills of 
society and work together, not bY relying on authoritar
ian and hierarchical institutions like churches and gov
ernments, to bring about the change we all so long for. 

As one dodgy bastard from the anarchist pub
lishing project Zabalaza Books, who converted to anar
chism through punk put it "Anarchism is Punk become 
conscious of its aims. • 

To find out more about anarchism or to get In
volved in the anarchist movement in southern Africa 
visit: www.zabalaza.net or write to the Regional Secre
tary of the Zabalaza Anarchist Communist Federation at 
zabfed@zabalaza.net or to ZACF, Postnet Suite 116, 
Private Bag X42, Braamfontein. 2017. T 
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