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- why pro choice is the only 
choice by aunty matilda 

- silly prancing not macho 
Some people will say, quite rightly so, 
that 'punk is a ghetto', and that we 
need to make our ideas penetrate 
other realms of social life, or they will 
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· stagnate and loose their value. This is 
true, but punk saved my fucking life. It 
saved me from becoming a corrupt 
corporate wanker and a fucking bigot, 
and for me that's enough. I will be for
ever grateful to the people who got 
me into punk;_ they should know who 
they are, e'specially into the political 
and activisf ~ide· .of tfie punk move
ment, and ''' subsequently into anar
chism. This is th·e main reason for 

Libertarian Offens ~<j~ ·-.. ·a c t I o n r e P o r t s 
intended tif.be vie;ed as .a c6httibu-
tion to the ~~~et~pins ht~''Cq!i.~~tiV~~::,.:: •• , - international day of action 
understan~mg .. ?f the 0P~,frs~~~e · .· and festival of life and 
nature of .. soc1ety .:we IJVe.; · 
i.e. a ·· · ~h"d 

~~~k . n;~~f 
justice against war and 

occupation 
.. ·~J.:; anarchism in action: the 

ture as a · • ·anc.:lili<ic~lfi 

starting this zine, to give back a little 'culture · resi 
of what I've learned and been a part la~~~~-~':·S~~~ttfned 
of over the_ las~.- ~~w y.ears. . . --taS'-quo "~~ 1Jii.st.~rch 

The."f*~Jmg•·qktla,~~ ~ change. · :~r 
erly man you~e ·f].~Ver met, ... , . _ An:'t# 
calloused h~,gcJs''~and empt,¥; .' y'§~~ ..... from the s~ie of 
speak o!io1!Jl~tt>ut a lifeti~#of suf~" wi!l ~ithe.f~go di 
fenng a~J?l<,: · ~~.e,g,our hand pnntmg_ ?f more_ co_p 
and sav; 'Th MD~ are hel01ng anarchist publish 

J .~.,t\ ~t.~ ' . -
us.' is a fee mg ;-!~vcari't begin to ZabalaLc2--~.u,~~n.~•11'1! 
explain, a feeling I will take to the 
grave. And a feeling I wish I could 
share and experience with so many 
of the disaffected people I'm sur- zine. 
rounded by in the punk community; A 
feeling of being part of something, of 
really being part of something. Not 
just some weekend alibi. 

Libertarian Offensive was 
created with a three-fold objective in 
mind. Firstly, to inform and educate 
people within the local punk scene, 
and hopefully other sub-cultures of 
rebellion, about the social and politi
cal conditions in South Africa ten 
years into so-called liberation, and to 
give ideas and examples as to how 
people who actually give a shit can 
get actively involved to bring about anything I hope 
change. Secondly, to promote and people in the punk 

spread awareness ab_o -~~u;~t-<>t-~h;~~~·;~~'*'''·><t~~i more socially and 
punk scenes in South t::. aware · d actively involved 
tionally, developing and in ' . movemerir'for radical and posi-

•. . , .. ' -!\*-+ 

the internatio nal unde ~.!}~~~ljlM:tJ1!l'~a,i;,,,..,tiv,e _sqci<~J*·thange . If not it was a 
network and hopefully, thro prq- waste of time. Together we can 
mating international DIY bands iOcaf- change the world. So please ... BE 
ly, make it viable for them to visit INSPIRED, AND TAKE ACTION ! 
South Africa . And finally, a desperate 
attempt to break the fucking isolation 
of being one of very, very few politi
cally active punks in a country that is 

Peace, love and petrol bombs, 
Jonathan 
05-09-2004 
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Why pro- ce is e 
only choice. by Aunty Matilda 

A few weeks ago I was 
involved in a drunken argument about 
abortion . It took me several weeks to 
sober up, but now that I have I feel I 
should say a few words on the issue. 
It's weird, I never thought I would ever 
encounter any sort of opposition to 
abortion from anyone in the scene, it 
seems like such a straight forward 
debate: (my body, my choice), but 
since it is being talked about let me 
try and very briefly explain why in my 
opinion the only choice is pro-choice. 

Abortion is not a new idea, it 
has been practiced by wimmin since 
pretty much the beginning of time, 
and I'm · not talking about leaving the 
baby out in the wild to die, ancient 
Greek and Indian wimmin used pen
nyroyal as a natural contraceptive, 
and used to induce a miscarriage at 
any stage of pregnancy even by just 
sitting on the bush. Abortion is not a 
human idea either. Pregnant female 
hares in captive downs have been 
known to be able to digest the foetus
es back into their bodies at will . Much 
better than eating the babies, which is 
what your pet cat Fluffy will do if she 
doesn't want them. Abortion has 
always been a part of wimmin's lives, 
and yet pro-lifers love to argue their 
sad views over and over: 

But it isn't ethical. Isn't it? 
Why not? At three months old, which 
is the legal time period in which a 
wimmin is allowed to abort, the 
human baby is less developed than a 
month old chimpanzee baby. It has no 
nervous system, it can't feel pain. And 
since chimps are our closest genetic 
relatives, basically this means that 
the foetus is pretty much a bit of snot. 
It doesn't feel. It's not conscious. It is 
living tissue, but so is fungus. 

But you're vegan. I am not 
going to eat it when I am done. If hav
ing an abortion isn't vegan , then nei
ther is giving blood or actually having 
your period. Yes veganism is about 
respect for life, but it isn't actually 

alive. In fact ancient midwives used to 
allow abortions up until the quicken
ing (when the baby starts kicking at 
five months , nothing to do with 
Highlander or Sean Connery). 

But it's selfish. Everything we 
' do is selfish to a degree. I want a pol

lution free planet because I'm selfish 
and I like to breathe clean air. That 
isn't the same as irresponsible. What 
would be irresponsible is having a 
baby that you don't want and treating 
it like shit for the rest of your life 
because the condom the boyfriend 
you don't love wore broke and you 
didn't notice. 

But there are alternatives. 
Yes there is adoption . There are hun
dreds and hundreds of unwanted 
babies in the world but yours will be 
adopted right off. And it will be adopt
ed into the nice family, the one that 
doesn't lock him in the cellar and use 
the maintenance money to go buy 
heroin. 

Ok, I don't mean to sound 
condescending . It's just that abortion 
is such a personal issue. Basically it 
boils down to choice. No one has the 
right to tell you how to live your life, 
not a boyfriend , not your parents, not 
even dog almighty. It is about having 
control over your own body, making 
your own decisions, living your own 
life. 

I said I'd be very brief and 1 
meant it, so I hope you got something 
out of this article that it was worth it. If 
it was, write us a letter, write if you 
want more info, or references, or 
even just to rag me horribly. And for 
fuck's sake take back your life 
already. 
Silly Prancing Not Macho 
Dancing 
A lot of people who come to punk 
shows are pissed off and full of anger, 
which is totally understandable given 
the society we live in (hell I get pissed 
of with this shit capitalist system all 
the time) but sometimes this anger 
overflows into the pits at our shows. 
Punk shows should be fun for every
one. It's one of the few places that 
actually belong to us, and I don't 
mean that in the Proudhonian sense 
of ownership, but that shows are one 
of the few places where we actually 
have control of our lives. Granted 
some of us may drink a few too many 
pints and lose the plot a bit, but punk 
shows are organised and run by us, 

for us. Not for profit. Which is some
thing very different to many other sub
cultures. The idea of a punk show, the 
way I understand it, is to break down 
the separation between bands and 
the audience, so that everyone is 
considered equal. Sort of a reaction 
against the rock star mentality. But as 
anarchists would argue, you cannot 
have equality without equal opportu
nity. And that means equal opportuni- . 
ty to skank it up in the pit at a show. 
Equal opportunity for all , not just for 
those (males) who are physically 
capable of entering into a mosh pit 
without being grounded and trampled 
or punched in the face. Like the 
famous anarchist-feminist , anti-mili
tarist and union organiser Emma 
Goldman said "If I can't dance to it it's 
not my revolution" . Well, if the 
younger kids who come to our shows, 
women and drunks (my knee has 
been sore for days since I was 
"knocked" down at the last show ... ) 
are at risk of getting injured dancing 
to a band then how are they sup
posed to appreciate the ideas being 
put forward by that band? Where's 
the equality in that, when people are 
sidelined from participating in what 
should be a celebration-of our com
mon interests? I really don't think that 
there are people who do this deliber
ately, and if there are they should be 
challenged, but I think that people, 
especially men, take it for granted 
that everyone else can keep up with 
them in the pit when they go off on 
some macho trip. I'm not pointing fin
gers, I'm sure I'm guilty of getting car
ried away dancing at a show and for
getting that there may be people 
there who want to, and quite rightly 
should be able to dance to the music 
they enjoy without fear of getting hurt. 
But I do think that we should all, again 
especially the men, make a con
scious effort to be aware of our sur
round ings when in the pit at a show 
before getting too rough. And I hardly 
think I need mention that there should 
be no "scene police" whatsoever, but 
"a constant monitoring of each by all". 
If you think someone is behaving like 
a tosser and treating people like shit 
then call them out on it. If we want to 
create a free and equal environment 
at punk shows, within the punk com
munity and in society in general , then 
we have to start to communicate 
openly. 
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m2o: International oau or acuon and Fesuuat or ure and 
J~suce Against war and occupation. 
On Saturday 20th March 2004 there Once we final got moving the march 
was an lnternational.--------------""-1stretched out for 

Day of Action about a kilometre as 
against the ongoing it snaked its' way 
wars and occu , through central 
tions across th , J o h a n n e s b u r g 
globe, with partie . -;,~ _ . · before coming to a 
lar emphasis on the < · ~~-· halt outside what I 
U$ occupations . ' ink were the 

-~ · ·--- I 
Afghanistan and " offices of multina-
lraq and the occupa- I mining giants 
tion of Palestine by · lo American. I 
the Israeli army, as • know what 
well as ongoing con the point of 
fl icts on the African is was, purely sym-
continent such as in bolic if anyth ing as 
the Congo and ere was no one 
Sierra Leone. In ngaging in property 
Johannesburg the estruction or any 
Day of Action fo rm of di rect action , 
organised as ide from 
by the Anti- p h y s i c a II y 
W a r being there . 
Coalition , yet in 
which South Africa 

in 
=~------'act i ons dur

tarians i.e. autonomists and anar- ,~, ing protests. But in situations like this 
chists. /~~·: I think it would have been possible for 

Whe~ we ~~~J.~~~x:~~i::f[~-f,~~~~:t.l ~mall affinity_ group_s to b:eak away 
Gardens a little b~fg[,~';"·:t.b~~·;; el~~e,n,:,:· from th~ mam contmgen~ m order to 
o'clock departure l! Q'l~ ,;,Jb,§re · : ;w_e ~~.'~:O.l~?ulge m some econom1c sabotage, 
already many of tli~ frLendiY.:· ancL;' ()rat least to put up posters and spray 
familiar faces of the_::·:roha,nrie.sburg '/;:' f>§int political messages. (Obviously 

t·<-~,- :•r,> .. ·:r-:'' ,~;'<.~~-··• ~··-_,. ·~·.,.,•;..:.:,-- <--~ "-1' ·;>:;, .. 

activist community, . as ;jV,ell as a f~'«;t JG!king security precautions like mask-
people from the pu''rlK: '~ten~,.ha ng'f~'g ;;;:, (n~{;~p etc;,into accoljnt) 

abo~-~ - /;!.~~§,~J~ ~- }h,~r,~\\;~~f~ :, ~ot\:~,;~;'~i;;j:i{£~-:~f.M::f·.~~fJt~.~ ~e ·;~~-~:. non.~ of_this. 
many .. · pl.JQk~:;{Pr;; anarcl:)ist:;;.~,-fouJhat,~ ' A.~~t;ba_nging -a.r61Jha .. pointles·~ly out-

matter) ·a(_t .~?8'9~ ,t~~Jq:;.·~.~~r~~¥,ff~{~·;_:·sl~~Jt~~~-~~ ·:~m~R!i9J:ied. : puilding the 
and there was no·.:qmfied ~.anarcno< ,_march :'proce~oed .r to . the ··· Workers' 
punk presence>A'§ 'i$' G~~ili3! 1y"'Jfl'e·'~·~E3·;:?'Dh.~~rY \' ?r1 i:i ;.;:Ml1s~·orri · in. Newtown, 
with these things -ttidlJg tl ·: ttfe·, m'arc.h.~' wh~r$_i a ','cuftu r~l 'festival took place 
was delayed, this t i m~~;a~.'.w·~:;_~ah~:~ - ; withl'p.J, ' p~etr)-.. drama, dancing and 

>-:--::·· '· ":~' -r'· --~· .... ' , ...... ; , .. -:· ·: -·.;..- . ,_ ..... -. ' '.._.I . ... , . - . , 

for activists from various '··c,omrrn.inity politi¢<:3'1 Videp screenings on interna-
groups affiliated to';. ,t t)'e';/Ariti- tion~!''sodalmovements . On arriving 
Privatisation Forum to ' bEt bUssed in man{ 6( us anarchists, punks and 
from different poor '. tbm rT1l.mities .. ottier 'libertarians promptly congregat
around Johannesburg ~ · Spirits ' 'were ed · ~fthe' 'pub opposite the Workers' 
high and some people sang ·arid toyi- Librar)t to do what we do best, aside 
toyi 'ed wh ilst others used the oppor- from making t rou ble for the authori
tunity to network with other activists ties, and those who could affo r.d to 
and discuss pol itics . · turned on the taps for the rest. 
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The Phambile Motsoaledi 
Community Project was started by a small 
anarchist collective called the Black Action 
Group (which is a member collective of the 
Zabalaza Anarchist Communist 
Federation) from the devastatingly poor 
community of Motsoaledi, Soweto in 
October 2002. The project is made up of a 
community vegetable garden, a tool lend
ing library and a library and study room. 
The BAG formed shortly after the United 
Nations Wolrd $ummit on (un)$ustainable 
Development in Johannesburg in 2002, 
after members of the BAG met with other 
anarchists organising around the summit, 
and began developing an interest in anar
chism as opposed to the authoritarian 
Marxism they were influenced by at the 
time. 

The initiative was then taken by 
the BAG to try and politicise their commu
nity, as well as to try and encourage a cul
ture of mutual aid and self-reliance as 
opposed to dependence on government 
who, although the people of Motsoaledi 
have been living there for over ten years, 
has not granted any of them land title 
deeds or delivered basic services like 
electricity and sanitation. Despite all their 
promises . come election time. With finan
cial help .from - some.,,anar..chists .Jrom 
Zabalaza Books and the Bikisha Media 
Collective the BAG was able to purchase 
the necessary materials to build a corru
gated iron shack about 3 by 4 meters 
wide, which was to function as a commu
nity library as well as a meeting room for 
the collective. Book donations where then 
collected from various sources including 
religious youth groups and the Workers' 
Library in Johannesburg and Zabalaza 
Books donated various anarchist pam
phlets to the project, and will continue to 
do so, as well as some anarchists donat
ing books from their own collection to the 
project. In an attempt to encourage co
operation and support within the commu
nity of Motsoaledi the BAG then set about 
encouraging community members to pool 
their resources together to help each other 
and began collecting tools from various 
community members to start a tool lending 
library. The idea being that, instead of peo
ple owning their own tools and others hav
ing none, any community members could 
donate their tools to the project. So that 
whenever someone in the community 
needs tools to erect a shack or for garden
ing they can just go to the library, sign their 
name and address and take what they 
need and return it when they're done. In 
addition to this , since all members of the 
BAG were unemployed, they began culti
vating a vegetable garden to feed them
selves from, with seeds given to them from 
ZB, and soon after starting their own gar-

den they managed to convince their neigh
bours, some of whom were also growing 
vegetables and mielies, to communalise 
all the gardens, thus making one big com-
munity farm that grows tomatoes, onions, 
spinach, cabbage, mielies and more. By 
this stage a lot of interest in the project 
had been generated from within the com
munity and in November 2002 the BAG 
called their first public meeting to explain 
the project and their ideas to the commu
nity. That day almost 1 00 people, aging 
between 7 and 74, signed up to do volun
teer work in the garden and library of what 
they decided to call the Phambile (for
ward) Motsoaledi Community Project. The 
library and garden began to function as a 
commune and project members would 
work in the garden and library together 
and then share the produce of their labour. 
Since then the project has gone through 
varying levels of success, with some peo
ple loosing interest and others attempting 
to take control of the project for their own 
ends, although due to the anti-authoritari
an ideas being put forward by the BAG 
they have not succeeded. Also, one of the 
most active members of the BAG has 
been in Swaziland for the past few 
months, with the result that activity has 
decreased in Soweto. The project has also 
featured in the Sunday Times and scenes 
from some documentary where shot there. 

But not everything is going well in 
Motsoaledi. With all the attraction the proj

. ·eet ·has~·generated·-and-the "growing inter
est in anarchism within the community 
local ANC supporters have begun to feel 
threatened, and have gone as far as to 
threaten and intimidate the BAG in a failed 
attempt to break the project. Not only that 
but other people, Trotskyists in fact, have 
allegedly used photographs of the project, 
claiming it as their own, in order to raise 
money for themselves from overseas. 
Since the library was first erected it has 
doubled in size and the project has man
aged to obtain a TV and a power genera
tor and now, using a video machine bor
rowed from a neighbour, the BAG uses the 
library/study room for public video screen
ings. The local government has also put a 
no dumping sign at the entrance to the 
farm, claiming it to be property of the 
Johannesburg City Council. Nonetheless, 
despite the inconsistency of the project, 
with its' ups and downs and the interfer
ence from local ANC supporters, the 
Phambile Motsoaledi Community Project 
is a working example of anarchism in 
action; mutual aid and individual and col
lective self-reliance. 
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narchism, punk 

South Afnca lately about anarchism, 
and I'm pissed off to say that a lot of 
what has been said is no more than 
the blatant misrepresentation of anar
chism that you'd expect to come from 
the corporate/ mainstream media. 
Anyway, at a lot of the shows I've · 
been to I've seen kids with circled-A's 
drawn on their clothes, and most of 
the time when I ask them what it 
means I'm insulted with the usual 
response of "It means anarchy man, 
chaos and destruction". Yes, the cir
cled-A, or 'anarchy sign' does stand 
for anarchy, but anarchy doesn't 
mean chaos or destruction. That's the 
realm of capitalism and the state, and 
it's through their media and institu
tions that they have deliberately mis
represented and demonised anar
chism for over a century, because of 
the great threat it poses to those par
asites··who·proflt ·off·tne"'suffering-and 
misery of the masses and the 
destruction of our planet. Anarchy is 
the opposite; a society organised and 
run under the direct control of those 
who form that society, through rank 
and file workers' committees and 
community councils, without the inter
ference of authoritarian institutions 
like government. In short; workers' 
self-management and community 
control to satisfy the ne~ds of all , not 
just the profits of the few. Anarchy is 
the ultimate utopian state of society 
we seek to achieve, free of oppres
sion, misery and injustice. Anarchism 
is the ideology of building this new 
world , through propaganda and 
action . . 

But it's not a recent phenom
enon for punks to be attracted to 
anarchism and to wear anarchist 
symbols on their clothes, even if 
some don't know what it means. In 
fact, some of the early punk bands 
were anarchist collectives, like Crass, 
Conflict and Oi Polloi. So, at the risk 
of sparking another lengthy and heat
ed debate I would like to define what 
it means to be punk, to me, and 
attempt to draw similarities between 

punk and anarchism. Let me stress events in such a way that the popula
again that this is what it means to me tion feels compelled to take the side 
to be a punk, based on my own expe- of those who control the media. 
riences and understanding of society Punks and anarchists have always 
and the world in which we live. As the recognised this and "devise[ d) and 
Russian-born Jewish anarchist implement[ed] alternative methods of 
Alexander Berkman said in his book distributing our news, our information, 
The ABC of Anarchism: "You cannot our ideas". Hence all the d.i.y 'zines, 
make any greater mistake than to pirate rad io and Independent Media 
accept BLINDLY this or that advice. Centres around t e world where, you 
You are sure to go wrong. Only your will often find , tha punks and anar
own reason and experience can chists are involved to a large degree. 
decide where the right road lies." Althoug h, to be fair and with the 

That said, I consider punk to exception of electron ic media, anar
be a reaction to oppression and injus- chists were doing this for about a 
tice; against the system wh ich' per- hundred years before punk came 
petuates oppression and injustice about. 
and against all those who uphold that To me, having developed an 
system. The same could be said of ana lysis of society which is critical of 
anarchism. One of my favourite and and in opposition to the status quo, 
most influential bands back in the punk is about rebellion. But 1 think 
day,. be.fare I gut j nto,,"OIYJ anar.cho- ... that P-eopl~ .. qftef! gravitate towards 
punk, was Bad Religion and I remem- punk without consciously knowing 
ber :eading in Greg Graffin's Punk what they're trying to rebel against, if 
Mantfesto that an important aspect of anything. Often they're attracted to 
punk was critical and objective the image of punk. Especially that of 
thought, the process of analysing and the street punk with studded leather 
dissecting given information to form jacket and charged hair. But, hopeful
one's own opinion, based on their ly, people initially attracted to punk 
own interpretation and understanding through the image become con
of events and society. scious, often through the music and 

So, considering the fact that 'zines, to injustice and the ills of soci
"nearly all mass media are owned ety. Others, who are already aware of 
and controlled by a handful of censer- their surroundings, might be attracted 
vative capitalists", as Anti-Flag put it, to punk!HC because it expresses the 
it's not surprising then that they would ideas and beliefs that they already 
be very selective about what informa- hold. Either Way, here is what I would 
tion they allow to be distributed, obvi- consider to be some basic principles 
ously, in order to protect their own of hardcore punk, and anarchist, ide
interests. Do you remember hearing ology. Namely anti-racism, anti-sex
anything in the mainstream media ism, the DIY ethic or as anarchists 
after the September 11 attacks that calr it direct action and, of course, a 
Bin Laden and the Taliban were healthy disrespect for authority. 
trained and funded by the CIA to fight Where anarchists may differ with 
the Russian commies during the Cold some punks is on their understanding 
War? Mainstream/ corporate media is and interpretation of the purposes of 
nothing more than a propaganda such forms of oppression and injus
machine to push the interests of big tice in a class society. 
business and the state, to brainwash Capitalism is the socio-eco
the population into being obedient nomic system of the entire world , 
slaves who never question or resist. . including those state capitalist 
And what little news they do provide nations such as Cuba and Ch ina 
is always biased ; distorting wort~. masquerading as communist. A sys-
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tem where 95% of the wealth and nat
ural resources of the world are owned 
and controlled by about 5% of the 
population . The remainder of the pop
ulation, with the exception of the mid
dle class who at least have some 
opportunity for a half decent life, are 
condemned to a life of back breaking 
labour, poverty and unemployment. 
Such a world system, which has cre
ated two obviously antagonistic class
es- both with opposing interests- can 
only exist by maintaining the l
division within these two 

#~ classes. As anti-capitalists, ~· -anarchists recognise that ~ 
any form of oppression, be it Ill 
racism or homophobia, has N 
throughout history been -
used as a tool both to divide 1-
the world population and set 
us against one another, as % 
well as a justification for all ,..,. 
sorts of exploitation in order v 
to protect the interests of a Q 
particular ruling class. 
Namely that 5% of the popu- =:: 
lation who control our lives. ,..,. 

The punk/HC com- ~ 
munity has always ~ 

embraced the DIY ethic as a 
means of taking back control 
of our lives, be it from profi
teering record labels who try •" 
to commercialise punk to V 

·~taking back control of our ,_ 
minds through self-educa- 0 
tion and alternative media. 1 
So it should come as no sur- -
prise then to find that DIY is ~ 
a fundamental principle of ,A 
anarchist ideology. ~ 
Anarchists believe that only by ordi
nary people taking direct action 
against the forces of economic, politi
cal and mental oppression, instead of 
relying on any hierarchical institu
tions, can we change our own condi
tions and indeed the world . 

"'Do-it-yqurself is .. . the 
essence of anarchist action, and the 
more people apply it on every level , in 
education , in the workplace, in the 
family, the more ineffective restrictive 
structures will become and the more 
dependence will be replaced by indi
vidual and collective self-reliance" 
(George Woodcock, Anarchism: A 
History of Libertarian Ideas and 
Movements) . 

Only by taking back control of 
our lives, our communities and our 

workplaces that every person affect
ed by a decision is able to participate 
in the entire decision making process, 
can we be sure that no power mon
gers or opportunists can put their 
interests before others. This is true, 
direct democracy, not the lies peddled 
by the ruling elite where they con us 
into thinking that by exercising our 
'right' to vote every four years we 
actually have any control over our 
lives. 

And of course, a health disre
spect for authority. The word anarchy 
is derived from Latin or Greek and 
directly translated means 'without 
authority' , meaning by authority "the 
power to impose one's own 
will...authority not only is not neces
sary for social organisation but, far 
from benefiting it, lives on it parasiti
cally, hampers its development, and 
uses its advantages for the special 
benefit of a particular class which 
exploits and oppresses the others" 
(Errico Malatesta, I' Agitazione June 
4, 1897). 

Punks are usually also anti
authoritarians, who rebel against the 
authority in their homes, or at school. 
But often I find that although many 
punks hate the authority of police, 

laws and government, few recognise 
the particular class interests that 
these authoritarian institutions serve. 
Namely, protecting the status quo and 
maintaining the division between two 
antagonistic classes; the working 
class i.e. the majority and the ruling 
class i.e. the minority. Anarchists are 
against any form of coercive authority 
and believe that the only limit to indi
vidual freedom should be that it does 
not encroach on the freedom of oth-
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ers. 
The state; government with 
its armies, police, jails and 
courts is the ultimate manifes
tation of authority and hierar
chical domination, and the 
arch enemy of any true anar
chist. We are opposed to the 
state because it is not neutral 
and cannot be made to serve 
our interests. The structures 
of the state are only neces
sary when a minority seeks to 
rule over the majority. And so, 
the destruction of the state, 
and its replacement with a 
federation of decentralised 

..,. and non-hierarchical commu
-1 nity and workplace commit
.,... tees, is -the ultimate goal -of = the anarchists. And indeed, if 
Ill punks want to live in a peace
:/: ful world, free of want and 
~ exploitation, misery and suf
:J: fering, then it should be their 

goal too. You can shout and :J scream about all the injustices 
111 in the world but nothing will -~ ever change until we confront 
• the ills of society and work 

together, not by relying on authoritar
ian and hierarchical institutions like 
churches and governments, to bring 
about the change we all so long for. 

As one dodgy bastard from 
the anarchist publishing project 
Zabalaza Books, who converted to 
anarchism through punk put it 
"Anarchism is Punk become con
scious of its' aims." 
To find out more about anarchism or 
to get involved in the anarchist move
ment in southern Africa visit: 
www.zabalaza.net or write to the 
Regional Secretary of the Zabalaza 
Anarchist Communist Federation at 
zabfed@zabalaza.net or to ZACF, 
Postnet ~uite 116, Private Bag X42, 
Braamfontein, 2017 
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LO: Give us some background info 
on the Terrorists. Who does what and 
for how long? 
BRYAN: We started the band in 
November 2003, played our first 
show in December, and since then 
we've played more than 60 shows. 
Recently our bassist (Henk) passed 
away in a heartrending way. Since 
then we've been looking for a new 
bassist to replace Henk and two days 
ago (03 September 2004) we found 
someone in the form of JP. So cur
rently the band is: Marius on guitar, 
Bryan on guitar and vocals, JP on 
bass, and Carel on drums. We'll be 
playing some shows in the upcoming 
months and we're recording a 4-track 
demo on mini-CO at 7th Son Records 
in the next month. 
LO: Are you all anarchists? What 
does anarchism mean anyway and 
how did you get into it? My dad, the 
priest, my ex-boss and some of the 
people that I meet at punk shows all 
tell me it's about mindless destruc
tion, .. chaos aod violence,_and _? r~(um.. 
to barbarism. Is this true? 
BRYAN: I think we all share some 
anarchist ideals, but to be an anar
chist I believe you have to be active in 
what you believe and support. Almost 
like being a Christian. Anarchism is in 
complete converse to what your dad, 
Deacon Fred, and fellow punk show 
goers try jabber through your meagre 
diminutive mind . Anarchists normally 
form out of the working class - the 
slaves and whores to the capitalist 
system - and are against any form of 
utilization and dominance. The only 
way to overthrow the capitalist sys
tem and government is through poor 
and working class activists because 
they are the only ones not interested 
in living in mansions and having 
proud parents. 
LO: Ever since about the 1880's, 
when a few dodgy 'anarcho'-individu
alists influenced by the Russian pop
ulist terrorists decided to try and has
ten the development of the social cli
mate necessary for a revolution to 
take place by assassinating key fig
ures of the international ruling class 
and bombing symbols of class 
oppression, anarchists have been 
battling to overcome the popular mis-

concep as 
and violent bomb throwers and terror
ists. Most anarchists reject the idea 
that terrorism, which is elitist and 
authoritarian and therefore inherently 
anti-anarchist by nature, can be used 
as a legitimate tool in the class strug
gle. How do you justify calling an 
anarchist band "The Terrorists" and 

don't you think it could add to the pop
ular misconception of anarchism that 
anarchists have been battling for gen
erations? Or am I just an idiot for 
missing the irony? 
BRYAN: Yes I think you are an idiot. I 
think that before we can set off or 
start a fight we need to gain the basic 
knowledge and milieu of anarchism. I 
don't see the use of sending a bunch 
of petrol bomb junkies into a fight if 
they don't know why they are actually 
fighting. As far as our name goes I 
think we just thought it would be a 
name we could use. We didn't expect 
to get any slack from a lonely pirate. 
LO: What do you think of the anar
chist concept that the state and gov
ernment are the real terrorists? 
Would you agree that the U$ govern
ment is the biggest terrorist of all, 
why? 
BRYAN: I think any form of control is 
terrorism. Not giving someone a fair 
idea of your intentions and results are 
the same as a terrorist bombing. The 
occupation of Iraq , Palestine, and 
Afghanistan are prime examples of • 
this action. If America can justify war 
on terrorism in Afghanistan and Ire(~: 

because of the peop 
9/11 catastrophe, how on earth can 
they justify murdering 10,000 inno
cent Iraqis in their search for Saddam 
Hussein and his henchman? The only 
difference between Saddam Hussein 
and George Bush is skin colour. 
LO: What do you think of the punk 
scene in South Africa at the moment? 

Do you think 
there's potential for 
turning punk into a 
socially active and 
aware movement 
here? 
BRYAN: I believe 

scene has 
come a long way in 

last few 
Seeing 

new faces is 
lways great, but 

at is making the 
ne strong again 

is the fact that all 
people coming 

shows are. really 
ung and thanks 

to venues like 
Schivas Rock in Pretoria - who allow 
all ages shows - we can get them 
engrossed in changing and rectifying 
what's so horribly wrong with the 
punk scene in South Africa. I don't 
feel like getting into the whole rock 
star mentalitly punk scene in South 
Africa, but I do feel that is the main 
problem with the scene here. Lately 
though I have seen a lot of change in 
aspects of a non-racial, compassion
ate scene, but I feel that there is still 
a lot to be done especially when it 
comes to awareness. 
LO: Tell us what, if any; projects you 
as an anarchist are or have been 
involved in . 
BRYAN: Recently I've been philan
thropic to The Punx Commune 
Federation, basically to get it going 
and informing more people about the 
mailing list an adolescent pirate set 
up for us. I've got a lot of dreams but 
won't address them right now since 
none of them have in point of fact 
taken off yet. We started a vegetable 
garden outside our flat from which we 
hope to feed some less providential 
destitute people within our communi
ty. 1 also run a small non-profit label 
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and that also takes up a lot of time. 
LO: I saw you at the March 20 Anti
War protest, with your silly hair, and 
you seemed to be attracting quite a 
bit of attention. Tell us a bit about your 
experiences on the day, and why you 
wear your hair like a chicken. 
BRYAN: I was thwarted with the over
all 
because of all 
the load-mouth 
punks and 
play-acting 
anarchists 
around, and 
the reason that 

accommodation and the things 
adjoining tours. So fundamentally if 
you join the commune your band 
would be able to gang-crash our 
floors and we would organize shows 
and nice vegan meals in the morning , 
and of course visa versa if we decid
ed to come to your city. There are 

bvious 
pprehen

and 

out really understanding the idea of 
non-profit. But this is a dispute I 
would rather pass up. 
LO: Have you released any record- . 
ings yet, or do you have plans to do 
so in the near future? 
BRYAN: Our first recording - Food 
Not Bombs - has done really well; 
we've got about 50 copies left at R30 
piece. Like previously mentioned, 
we'll be recording a 4-track demo in . 
the next month. We're also still work
ing on an interactive media disc, 
which should be done within the next 
few months (probably not). We've got 
a whole new merchandise range 
coming out soon, with some new t
shirt designs and a whole lot of new 

none of them 
showed up. 
This is sad provi- patches and shit. 
I can't say I all LO: It seems to me that commercial 

and punk labels like Epitaph, Fat Wreck 
Chords and Nitro are all the punks in 
SA know, or are exposed to. Other 
than Rancid and NOFX which, judg'-

view us ing by your tattoos are big influences, 
we're not co what bands are you inspired by? Are 
cerned in doing you familiar or have you been influ-
interviews with enced by any of the more radically 
c o r p o· r a t e have it in DIY or underground and political 
owned media, for this will not revolu- writing that you will be having more international bands? Who? 
tionize a single thing in my opinion. I drinking competitions at your shows, BRYAN: I received a copy from a 
must say that I met some really-great ., · and ·that in future the beer bounty will --- malodorous pirate of this band ·called· · 
people and the thing that struck me be cold? Behind Enemy Lines; so presently 
most was the unanimity amongst the BRYAN: Some pirates think that if that's all that I've been listening to. 
diverse groups on the day. Every sin- they win one contest the rest will sim- Aside from that Propagandhi's always 
gle mohawked scalywag will tell you a ply fall in their laps but this a mistak- been a major influence in my life. The 
different conjecture behind his hair- en belief seeing that the drinking rest of the band listens to diverse 
style but I think it creates attentive- competition was rigged, just like the assortment of music ranging from 
ness. Many people will simply laugh elections. But of course, the reward Slayer to Blind Guardian. Music has 
at you or point in your direction to will be frosty. always a strong media to create 
scared to say anything, and of course LO: What does being a punk, or attentiveness but you don't have to 
you get the Beckhamists who'll tell being active within the DIY punk com- listen to "punk" music to be aware or 
you it looks great and fashionable but munity mean to you? And what are an anarchist, or a· punk for that mat
individually I think that some people the differences between the DIY and ter. It's the way you believe and stand 
might actually go and research what broader 'punk' scenes in South for what you believe in that gains you 
a mohawk represents and through Africa? . my respect. I've actually become 
this they might become aware of BRYAN: Being a part of the DIY more open to any music. As long as 
more things they never would encom- scene in South Africa is great. There the musicians are candid and unadul
pass otherwise. are only a small number of bands that terated, I don't mind playing with 
LO: You're respc;;nsible for the Punx are really concerned in following 
Commune Federation right? What's it the non-profit, DIY side of things 
all about, the DIY network etc.? but like I mentioned previously 
BRYAN: The Commune Federation is this will augment and soon all 
still in its origin state but we're work- the punk kids and anarchists will 
ing on it to complete its most impor- see that DIY is actually opposing 
tant purpose. I'd say that the com- capitalism and not feeding it. Not 
mune is more music orientated in the fabricated , "freedom is a state 
sagacity that we'd like to bring more mind" tripe but factual bands 
DIY underground bands to Gauteng with true intentions. I suppose 
and of course take the local bands our punk scene is sanctified with 
from Gauteng to the rest of South rich parents and that is why all 
Africa without having to fret about the fans wear Levi's and Diesel 
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LO: Tell the readers a little bit about 
Gross Misconduct; who are you, 
where you from etc.? 
GM: Okay we hail two thirds from 
Edenvale and one third from 
Alberton. We've been playing togeth
er for about 3 and half years, Jon 
[our bassist] joined last 
year October. Bradley 
plays drums and Mark 
sings and plays guitar. 
LO: How long have you 
been playing together? 
Have you recorded any 
albums or demos yet, 
and if so how can one 
get hold of a copy? 
GM: We have one 
seven song recording 
but they all seem to 
have fallen off the face 
of the earth, cause none 
of us have any. It 
wasn't very good 
anyway. 
LO: You are all 
vegans or vege
tarians right? 
About how long 
have you been 
what and what 
compelled yotJ to 
make that 
lifestyle change? 
GM: Right, 
Mark's the vegan 
and we all been 
guilt free for 
about two years. 
Education and 
videos and the people we hang out 
with, including you Jon, are the rea
sons we stopped eating the flesh of 
animals kept in cages and disfigured 
for man's greedy lifestyle. Once you 
know what's actually going on to the 
food we eat you'd have to be really 
callous and self-centered not to 
change what you are putting in your 
self. 
LO: Do you promote vegetarianism 
through any of your songs? 
GM: In some of our songs we make 
reference to it, like what we are 
doing to the world and our animal 
neighbors, but our last bassist ate 
meat so it would have been hypocrit
ical of us to write vegetarian lyrics 
when he was part of Gross 
Misconduct, perhaps the next one. 
LO: Is it true that your previous 
bassist was asked to leave the band 

because he was not vegetarian? 
GM: No of course not, we had been 
through so much with JP and still 
miss his vocals; people have to 
choose their own paths. 
LO: What do you think about the 
state of the punk scene as it is in 

South Africa at the moment? 
Do you think there's any poten
tial for turning punk into a 
socially aware movement 
here? 
GM: Definitely, just feel it's too 
divided. For some it's a lifestyle 
for others it's just a weekend 
alibi, but the potential is defi
nitely there people have just 
got to learn to stand together 
and then we could be a force 
that people would have to take 
notice of. 
LO: Aside from Mark, who I 
know from living with doesn't 
listen to anything but AFt and 
Raised Fist, what are your 
musical influences? 
GM: We all like Propaghandi , 
Anti-flag, Good Riddance, 
Death by Stereo, Raised Fist, 

Wasted, Quarantine, mostly hard
core bands. 
LO: On the flier for a gig you played, 
last year I think, you were described 
as being a crust punk band, do you 
also make this association? And are 
you at all influenced by crust bands 
and lifestyle? 
GM: No we don't make that associa
tion and laughed when we saw the 
flier, we would say we are more 
melodic hardcore, but agree with the 
lifestyle and think if we could live in a 
squat on the doll and get drunk all 
the time we would. 
LO: What's all this stuff about pirates 
and ninjas and what does it have to 
do with punk? 
GM: Nothing at all. Those damn 
ninja's aren't punks, us pirates rule 
this shit. And Humphrey the Tea Cup 
are not fuckin' pirates either! 
LO: So much for standing together 
eh? What does it mean to you to be 
punk, or active within the punk com
munity? Is it strictly a lifestyle thing 
or do you promote any political or 
social agenda? 
GM: Punk is our life it's in our blood 
and will be till we die, don't promote 
any political agenda cause the only 
good 'political crg·en·da is-no politic·s, ~··· · 

and if people were given the power 
to control their own lives and run 
society through communal collabora
tion life would be a lot more like 
actual life should be, instead of 
everyone stepping on everyone else 
to get rich . 
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name seems 
explanatory so; why did you decide to 
start a 'zine? Was it a collective effort 
and if so how many people were- and 
remain - involved? 
Jannike: The co-founder of the 'zine, 
Jeanne, said 'hey let's start a zine!', 
and I was stoked to do it 'cause I've 
always wanted to... so hence, the 
birth of Tales from the Pit! Jeanne has 
since left the 'zine. Different people 
have been working on the different 
issues. In total, about fifteen people 
have been a part of each issue, of 
which only 3 out of 10 were part of 
issue 3 ... 
LO: How long has Tales from the Pit 
been around? How many issues have 
been published and what was the 
print-run for each? 
Jannike: Tales from the Pit has been 
around since late 2003. 
Issue 3 was recently released, and 
iss.ue4Ts-·cuffem1Yin1fi't"workir&-::.. ... 
I can't remember issue 1's print-run, it 
was too much of an experiment. 
Issue 2's print-run was, give or take, 
130 copies. 
Issue 3's print-run is not official yet. 
Money was a little tight so only 75 
copies were originally printed - but it 
looks like more copies will have to be 
printed soon. .. I really think in the 
future the zine can be built up to pro
duce issues with a print-run of 500 -
1000 copies. It will take some signifi
cant effort though ... 
LO: How is publishing funded? Does 
this just cover costs i.e. is the 'zine 
non-profit? What do you do with the 
money if you make any profit? 
Jannike·: The zine was initially fund
ed by The Parents, but I'm not a fan 
of that, so the aim is that the zine 
funds itself. But this can only happen 
'round about now, after a few issues 
have been out... Neil from Give and 
Take helped to fund issue 2 though. 
The zine is non-profit, definitely. I 
could 've easily made it cost more and 
make more profit, but I'm not down 
with that (I don't see anything wrong 
with it, it just isn't my thing). Haha, I 
don't think I'd make money off the 

zme anyway, an I di , I'd buy more against - why not? The zine wasn't 
music or save up the money - I've started to feed people one opinion -
been eyeing a damn pretty guitar... just like propagandists would . I feel 
eh ... Not that the zine would help me very strongly about not giving one 
buy it. We wanted to give money to opinion as THE opinion. The zine's 
charity but the amount of profit would aim is to provide people with an array 
be so insignificant so I gave up on of different people's opinions, in order 
that. for you to form your own. I didn't 
LO: What- if any- are the criteria for mean to break down what the anar
someone to get advertising space? chist movemenUs are trying to build 
Jannike: Just send your ads in - the up, by placing a certain contributor's 
rates are really cheap! The ads are anti-anarchism article in the zine - if 
primarily there to help fund the 'zine. that's what you were thinking . 
The ads also help to push other, sim- LO: Not at all. 
ilar things , like distro/record labels, Jannike: And I'm definitely NOT 
etc. opposed to the spreading of anarchist 
LO: So would you publish ads for the literature - I actually support anything 
AWB or say the ANC Youth League? positive. 
Jannike: What the hell?!?! NO!!!! Some people unfortunately don't sup
Like I said - DISTRO LABELS, port anarchism, but they're allowed 
RECORD LABELS, BANDS and so not to! 
on .. . that's what the 'zine helps to I do feel, however, that if any anar
fucking build yp. Though, it'd be chist who reads the "Anarchy. Yawn"
supef rJCJ<i~ '"turThflo have an acrTor ·· ·article · has any feeling of resentment 
the ANC in the 'zine ... hmm .. . maybe over it, it is because they're not sure 
it's just my kinda humour... of their opinions and should re-evalu
But nah, that has nothing to do with ate their ideas. 
Tales from the Pit - as in - it's not an Anarchism is a good cause, for the 
ad that would help boost similar most part, which is why so much 
things such as the 'zine. printing space was dedicated to it. I 
LO: In issue 1 you printed an inter- myself don't agree with every single 
view with the International Secretary aspect of it, hence, the "other" article. 
of the Zabalaza Anarchist Communist LO: In issue 3 you did an interview 
Federation, so you must have some with Mistress Distress, an all girl punk 
sympathy towards the anarchist band from Cape Town. Why do you 
cause. Yet in the editorial to issue 3 think it is, at least to my knowledge, 
you state that propaganda 'is one that so few girls/ women are actively 
thing that Tales from the Pit is involved in the punk scene in South 
against'. Why? Are you then opposed Africa, be it through bands, 'zines or 
to the ZACF or other anarchists prop- distros? 
agating their ideas through distribut- Jannike: Because there are more 
ing anarchist literature, holding politi- guys than girls in the 'scene' in the 
cal education workshops etc.? first place! 
Jannike: As with issue 3's articles, I know a lot of guys who are very 
the interview in issue 1 was to shed opinionated and quickly to diss, and 
light on a cause which some people some girls are just afraid of that. From 
are whole-heartedly fighting for. I experience, some girls (including 
have respect for that. I wouldn't call 'girls in the scene') just don't have any 
myself an anarchist, but I am very ambition, thus, no opinion of their 
much intrigued by Philosophy, and own. Excuse the gross generalisa
anarchism as a philosophy is definite- tion. 
ly someth ing I'm quite interested)n. ,Generally, I think that 'girls in the 
As for asking why I said propaganda scene' are doing just fine. 
is something Tales from the Pit is But, I think by applauding girls.who 

.......... < ,-)_' 
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are doing something productive is 
also just emphasizing the continuous 
perception that girls are inferior- why 
is it so 'wow' when girls do something , 
like run a distro label? Male or 
female, it's all the same to me. 
Girls doing things in the punk scene is 
not that scarce a phenomenon any
way ... 
1 do think that nobody, guy or girl , 
should feel compelled to do some
th ing for the 'scene' either, unless you 
really want to. If going to shows is all 
you want to do, be my guest. 
LO: Did this inspire you to start a 
'zine, did it make you feel you needed 
to represent? 
Jannike: Not at all!!! Starting the zine 
was NOT a gender-thing. I don't even 
want to say it, but we're all equal, I 
don't need to start a zine to prove it. 
The zine was started 'cause we dig 
the fucking music. And I also have a 
big passion for writing/journalism. 
Primarily all the zine was about was 
the love of punk rock. Certain strings 
that are attached to this GENRE OF 
MUSIC often just make everything 
stale though, but anyway .. . The zine 
has NOTHING to do with represent
ing girls. In fact, I never even thought 
of it that way until you mentioned _ it 
right now ... 
LO: Any advice for girls/women who 
might feel sidelined from participating 
within the scene? 
Jannike: First of all you should try not 
to have the mentality that girls are 
being side-lined - then you might start 
to get things going. 
LO: Don't I fee/like an idiot. What is 
your stance on abortion, are you pro
choice? How would you judge the 
general awareness around issues of 
abortion within the punk community? 
Jannike: What does abortion got to 
do with punk?! 
LO: Nothing. But punk is how some 
of us come together to discuss and 
develop ideas, ancj from there hope
fully carry them through to other 
spheres of social life. 
Jannike: The whole "punk"-thing 
unfortunately put people in a box (it's 
supposed to do the opposite). If you 
really feel strongly about this issue, or 
any issue, you shouldn't fee l con
strained to only work within your sub
culture . Coz quite frankly, I've 
realised our scene are full of 
schemes that never come to a reali
sation . 
An yway, am PRO-CHOICE. 

Although RESPONSIBILITY plays a 
huge role. Girls must not jump into 
bed with every second guy - then 
abortion is just wrong . AND of course , 
vice versa: I feel very strongly that 
guys can only start to complain about 
abortion as soon as they start to keep 
their pants on. 
LO: Have you heard of Women on 
Waves? 
Jannike: Vaguely. Not a 100% sure 
what it is exactly about though . 
LO: Basically a bunch of nurses and 
doctors who have a ship and travel 
around the world to ports of countries 
that have anti-abortion laws, where 
they take on women who want to 
have abortions and then sail into 
international waters - where the laws 
do not apply- to perform them. 
Jannike: Sneaky fuckin nurses ... 
That's cool. Good for them. 

LO: Please explain the Riot Grrrl 
Movement. 
Jannike: I'm not too familiar with its 
entire history, but I know that the Riot 
Grrrl Movement is some sort of femi
nist punk movement. Seeing as, 'fem
inazis' aside, femin ism ideally means 
"the theory of the political , economic, 
and social equality of the sexes" and 
"organized activity on behalf of 
women's rights" - something no girl 
should want to dismiss or discredit. 
The Riot Grrrl Movement, then , obvi
ously is trying to achieve equality in 
the punk rock scene, and so on . 
Perceptions such as, "girls who fawn 
over bands are groupies" etc. should 
be demolished, etc. I'm supportive of 
the Riot Grrrl Movement, as any girl 
should be. Only I think it is perhaps to 

no avail. .. We don't need a reminder 
the whole time, that e.g., we too can 
pick up guitars and play it, you know? 
LO: Any females, excluding maybe 
your mom, that have particularly influ
enced your life and ideas? 
Jannike: There are some very 
notable women I think every girl 
should look up to and have a huge 
amount of respect for, including ; 
Susan B. Anthony, Viriginia Woolf, 
Emma Goldman and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton - amongst others. Everybody 
must do themselves the favour of 
reading up about them and their sear
ing writings. You simply can't not have 
respect for these women. Within that 
context, the voices of females were 
definitely out of the ordinary and 
needed. 
Before I became aware of these influ
encial women, my ideas were already 

influenced by people such as George 
Orwell or bands like Propagandhi and 
Anti-Flag . All I can do now, is relate 
and agree with what these women 
had to say, because my ideas were 
already shaped by other pol itical per
sons with similar ideologies. 
Coincidentally, they were males. 
Locally, I've been really into the work 
of late Afrikaans poet, Ingrid Jonker. 
She is a big South African poetic fig
ure, and was extremely anti
apartheid, etc. 
Very, very influencial woman . 
LO: Are you familiar with the life and 
work of Emma Goldman? 
Jannike: 1. have an incredible amount 
of respect for that woman. It is true 
that few women were as radical as 
Emma Goldman, and my admiration 
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for her seems to grow, the more I 
come to know about her. 
LO: How would you compare the SA 
punk scene to those featured in the 
video reviewed in Tales from the Pit 3 
'Beyond the Screams/Mas Aile de los 
Gritos: A US! Latino Hardcore Punk 
Documentary'? 
Jannike: Those Latina/Chicano hard
core punks have 
passion, unity, sin-
cerity, something~W!Niii 
that you can actual-

more people, the more it is effective . 
That article wasn't a call to arms, 
though. It was just to shed light on the 
situation. It expresses what goes on 
in Aghanistan , yet there's no hope 
and you can't really do much about it. 
It's like that fucking movie, "About 
Schmidt" ... He he. It's about a retired , 
middle-aged guy, whose wife dies 

and he's all 

views, so. .. it's sad, but I guess 
everything's fucked . 
Whatever, I was just bringing some
thing up that bugged me. 
LO: Any advice for people looking to 
start up a 'zine of their own? 
Jannike: Have lots of patience, be 
open to criticism, yet don't alter your 
way of doing things if you 're not going 
to be true to yourself. 
You have to be really motivated to 
succeed and to get the zine into peo
ple's hands - otherwise it will all go to 
shit. ly call a SCENE and~~~~--~~ 

an actual cause. ~-1111111 LO: Any closing comments, thank
you's or fuck-you's? Over here in South 

Africa, everybody' 
so full of bullshit. 
Some aspects of · 
is so stale, I don 
even want to g 
into it. 
Sometimes peopl 
are childish and 
fuck it up for th 
rest, because 
irrelevant and 
extremely chea 
soapie-like shit, th 
has nothing to d 
with what punk roc 
means to me, and 
most people that are true, I'd say. 
Those Latino/Chicana punks make 
what sometimes go on at shows over 
here very, very pathetic. 
We do, however, have some very 
notable, passionate people, mostly 
those in bands ... 
I enjoy the music aspect of the scene 
the most. Now that's what you call a 
great scene- the music part. We have 
a bunch of extremely talented people 
in bands. I hate it when people are 
jealous of certain bands' successes 
and start to diss them and shit. That's 
where the whole scene-thing goes 
terribly wrong . 
LO: Aside from promoting awareness 
through alternative media the way 
issue 3 did with the article 'Afghan 
Girls: Post Taliban, Post Abuse?' how 
do you think punks in the West can 
show solidarity with the struggles of 
women living under oppressive 
Islamic regimes? 
Jannike: Well first of all , anything the 
'punks' try, would be utterly insignifi
cant, so you shouldn't be so bound to 
a fucking sub-culture. Instead, if you 
really give a damn, you'd work out
side of it with other people too - the 

it, now can 
0 u ? 

Except 
pointing it 
out. 
LO: 

· t it out 
if you don't think something can be 
done about it? 
Jannike: Hmm I won't point out 
mysogony anymore then ... ?! Fuck 
man, the thought of what is happen
ing to the poor Aghan girls & women, 

Jannike: Thanks to Neil from Give 
and Take for helping out the zine the 
way he did and is stil l continuing to 
do. Thanks to everyone who's been 
supportive of the .zine and everyone 
who has shown interest. Also, shout
outs to Ben , Jeanne and all the other 
major contributors of the zine. 
Hmm .. . any fuck-yous? I'd rather not 
say ... 
I can't really think of any, I'm quite the 
forgiving person ... Lastly, e-mail Tales 
from the Pit at talesfromthepit@web
mail.co.za for more info, if you want to 
get your hands on a copy of issue 2 
or 3., etc:. 
And visit our website, wwW.tales
fromthepit.20m.com. The 'webmaster' 
is away right now so be patient, but it 
will be updated soon - some time or 
another. .. 

slithers up and down my spiner--:::::::::::::::;, 
and creeps me out to the point of 
wanting to go stand outside and 
scream at the sky at the top of my 
lungs. So why can't I mention it 
unless I'm some revolutionary 
fucking superwoman who rescues 
all the tortured Aghans? 
Ugh, sometimes things are need
ed to be said even though unfortu
nately people like me and you 
can't do shit about it. It's not 
impossible to do anything about it, 
but it has to be on huge scale, like 
if someone who had the power to 
make significant changes like the 

Looking for PUNK, 
HARDCORE or 

EMO stuff? 

GIV~GT~K~ 
RECORDS 

is an independent distro that's been 
supplying kids like you with 

CO's 1-S\-\IRiS POSTERS 

VINYL RECORDS BUTION-BAOGES 
liNES since 1999 

Give us a call ••• if we don't have what you 
want in stock, we'll order it for 

you quickly & cheaply 

US government (though they 
seem to only fuck things up) actu
ally cared about these tortured 
women - and not pretended they 
cared - then positive changes ~ 
would be more commonplace.~ .... ~fl!l!!~~ check out www.giveandtake.co.za 

r: 1 mail us! info@giveandtake.co.za 
But, little can be done to changei!'!!!!!!!!!Lo:r~ca:JJ~N:E~IL~a~t o:7:2:21~9~s:a90:.-
the Islam men's fundamentalist&,: 

.-:.~~~-it: 
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INTERVIEW WITH MEMBER OF 

ZABALAZA BOOK~. 
AN ARCHI~.T PYBLIS.HING PROJECT 

LO: What is Zabalaza Books and why 
did you decide to start it? What are its 
goals? 
ZB: ZB is a publisher/distributor/mail 
order of anarchist pamphlets, books, 
posters, leaflets, COs and occasion
ally t-shirts. It was started for the sim
ple reason that I wanted to be a hero 
of the revolution and I thought this 
would make me cool and help me get 
laid. No seriously, at the time I 
received some pamphlets via the 
ARM (Ed: Anarchist Revolutionary 
Movement) up in Jo'burg and thought 
to distribute them in Durban and so 
started photocopying them and dis
tributing them around the then punk 
scene. From there, I realised that this 
was a way I could constructively do 
my part in the movement and it just 
grew as I found more texts and start
ed putting them together. 
The goals of ZB are to help the peo
ple build up their knowledge and self
confidence so that they can be aware 
of the parasites who would use and 
abuse us and can take the right road 
to liberation and so "deal the injus
tices of Capitalism crippling blows 
and, in the long run, create a world 
based on solidarity, equality, freedom 
and social justice" as our statement 
says. 
LO: ZB is probably the longest run
ning anarchist project in the country. 
Please give us a brief run-down of its 
history. 
ZB: It started as a punk distro in the 
early 90's, distributing tapes and 
pamphlets. As the ideas of anar
chism became better understood and 
the limits of the punk scene with 
regards to building a free world 
became noticeable, the emphasis of 
what we distributed changed. We 
eventually dropped our punk stuff 
from the catalogue and started carry
ing more in-depth analysis of capital
ism, more of our revolutionary history, 
etc. 
LO: I've seen photos of you in your 
chaos-punk days (he he), how did 
you come to being an anarchist, or 
are people right in saying that anar
chy is chaos? 
ZB: I simply started listening to what 
some of the punk bands were going 

on about. The mindlessness of some 
of the bands was just not satisfying 
enough anymore and the libertarian 
and constructive ideas of others start
ed to really appeal to my own sense 
of justice and freedom. I suppose if 
you have so little confidence in your
self that you need leaders to tell you 
what to do then, yes, having no lead
ers might make you think anarchism 
would be chaos. But for those of us 
who take the opposite view; the view 
that we could build a better world if 
we worked co-operatively together as 
equals, are then right to say that 
anarchism is order and that govern
ment, through its upholding of 
inequality, can only cause chaos, suf
fering and war. 
LO: How long have you been an 
anarchist, and what is an anarchist 
anyway? What relevance do you 
think anarchism has to punk? 
ZB: I don't know. I suppose I started 
calling myself one back in about '92. 
As to what an anarchist is, I suppose 
it is a person who does not wanlto be 
ruled but is also committed to not rul
ing others and working for a world 
where there are no longer any order 
givers and order takers. As for the 
relevance, I suppose it is just a pro
gression from being pissed off at par
ents and teachers bullshitting and 
screeching at you, to being pissed off 
at bosses exploiting you and politi
cians lying to you; to seeing that it is 
all interlinked and that parents and 
teachers screaming at you are just to 
make you an obedient wage slave 
when you go out into the big wide 
world later on. 
LO: I've heard you refer to punk as 
the 'classic' way for someone to turn 
anarchist. Explain the statement 
'Anarchism is punk become con
scious of its aim' and its original con
text. 
ZB: Punk for me was always about 
rebellion , unfortunately most of it 
blindly and even destructive. 
Anarchism is that same rebellion but 
with an understanding of the causes 
and reasons for all the bullshit we 
have to go through . Anarchism is 
also the only idea that can create a 
world of solidarity, joy and security 

where we all work together for the 
common good and our dignity as indi
viduals is respected . As for the origi
nal context of 'Anarchism is punk 
become conscious of its aim', it was a 
statement I made to you one night 
after too many beers, nothing more. 
LO: How does ZB function i.e. its 
website, mail order, copyright etc.? Is 
it non-profit? 
ZB: Well, ZB has a secret central 
committee that gives all the orders 
('cos they know better than us mere 
mortals) and we do all the work. Na, 
there are 2 people involved. One 
pretty much does the layouts and 
maintains the website and the other 
deals with printing and distribution 
and the mail order side of things. The 
texts we distribute have no copyrights 
or, in some cases where a copyright 
does exist, we contact the people and 
ask if it's cool with them if we reprint 
and distribute it. Yes, it is non-profit in 
that we do all the work voluntarily and 
keep the costs of our materials to a 
bare minimum (we do round the 
prices up to the nearest rand but this 
is only to help meet our expenses and 
to make ordering easier). Most of the 
time we pay out of our own pockets 
more than what we could make sell
ing the stuff. 
LO: Operating in collectives is a pri
mary means of anarchist organisa
tion. What is a collective and what are 
the benefits of doing things collective
ly, be it running a distro, publishing a 
'zine or carrying out direct actions 
against the state, as opposed to on 
an individual basis? 
ZB: A collective is a group of from 3 to 
1 0 friends or comrades who work 
together on a regular basis to carry 
out tasks, be it running a distro, pub
lishing a 'zine, doing outreach (propa
ganda) work etc. These collectives 
then federate with others to co-ordi
nate actions etc. on a wider scale. 
The benefit of working with others is 
obviously because we can pool 
resources and skills and share out 
tasks or rotate the crappy ones where 
necessary. And also because we can 
back ea~h other up in sticky situa
tions besides just being a lot more 
fun. 
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LO: ZB is affiliated to the 
International Libertarian Solidarity 
(ILS) anarchist network. What is the 
ILS, its aim and objectives? How 
does the ILS serve the international 
anarchist' community? 
ZB: The ILS is a network wh ich is 
home to many libertarian organisa
tions from both third and first world 
countries. It aims to co-ordinate soli
darity globally between the organisa
tions and to raise funds for organisa
tions in poorer parts of the world . 

ZB: When I was a wee young 'un, in 
boarding school out in the bundus 
somewhere, I went and stayed with a 
friend from school who's father 
owned a dairy farm. One of the love
ly experiences I had when there was 
taking a trip with him and his dad to 
an abattoir and seeing for the first 
time the reality of what actually went 
on behind the scenes, the shit they 
never actually show us or tell us 
about. I decided then and there that I 
wanted nothing to do with it. A coupla 
years later, I got hold of a benefit 
compilation for the Animal Liberation 
Front called 

Purchase that, in an anarchist socie
ty, animals would still be farmed for 
people to eat, or do you think this 
could ultimately be phased out? 
ZB: I think that would be up to that 
society to decide and no, I actually 
don't think it will happen. I'm not say
ing its not possible and desirable just 
that maybe small communities would 
decide to live meat-free but as for the 
whole of society, I think that is asking 
a bit much. Maybe after a coupla 
decades of the free society. We'll 
have to wait and see. 
LO: Finish the sentence: 'Primitivists 
are ... ' 

LO: Name some anarcho-punk 
bands and albums that have influ
enced and inspired your struggle 
against the state, the struggle for 
freedom and equality 
ZB: First off, I'd say the band that 
has influenced me the most would 
be Conflict which has been 
around since the early 80's. I 

a ZB: ... mud people who have a lot of 

Q
unsafe sex. Nah, I think a lot of them 
are quite genuine although it seems 

saw them for the first time 
last year and they're still 
running around doing their 
thing . Others I'd mention would 
Oi Polloi , Crass and a coup la 
bands on a compilation 
I once had called "We 
will be Free", the 
bands being Toxic 
Waste,· Stalag 17 and 
1 other, I cant remem
ber. These were the 
original bands that got 
the grey lumpy matter 
between my ears function-~ 
ing . There were a lot more 
that I can't think of right now. 
LO: What are some primary~ 
texts- either available from the~ 
ZB catalogue or downloadable from ' fe 
the website - you 'd recommend ,.-~ Oil· 
someone developing an interest in 
anarchism read? "This is the ALF" 
ZB: The first I'd say would be the ABC which included a thick booklet on the 
of Anarchism by Alexander Berkman. meat, dairy and poultry industries and 
This was the first book on anarchism this just made my commitment 
I read and I haven't looked back stronger and what made me give up 
since. · Also, stuff by Bakunin (his dairy etc. and go fully vegan. We 
"Marxism, Freedom and the State" used to get into some really heated 
and "The Capitalist System" I'd rec- debates a long time ago but most of 
ommend). Also, Rocker's stuff is the people are vegan or at least veg
pretty good like his "Socialism and etarian now so it has slacked off. 
the State" along with Class War's Also, we used to be really dogmatic 
"Class" pamphlet which I reckon and self-righteous about it which did 
should be a must read for someone to more harm than good and I realised 
understand the roots of the problem. that this is no way to convince people. 
LO: What made you decide to go Now, if people ask, I say I'm vegan 
vegan? Do you ever have conflict and why and if they don't change then 
with non-vegan anarchists over this that's their decision . ' 
issue? LO: Do you agree with Grahai"J:h 

........ ',.. ~~.· 

Q that there are a lot of head 
cases running around 

under that banner. I reck
on if we had to go to the 

~ apeople who are literal
¥ iy busy risking their 

lives so that they and their families 
can have access to electricity and 
tell them that they should give it 

up, we'd be the 
laughing stock of 
the social move
ments. 

LO: And 'The only 
good Trotskyist .. . ' 

ZB: It's very tempting 
to say ' ... is a dead one' 
and given their history it 
ould be well deserved. I 

ope its just a case of 
them not knowing that if you 
use bourgeois means (hierar

chy) you can only achieve bour
geois ends (a class society) and that 
one day they will wake up but I ain't 
gonna hold my breath. 
LO: Aside from the literal shit-load of 
anarchist pamphlets, leaflets and 
posters that are freely available from 
the ZB website, what else does the 
project offer your fellow troublemak
er? 
ZB: We've just got into doing audio 
CD's as well, with spoken words by 
our comrades from NEFAC (Ed : 
Northeastern Federation of Anarcho
Communists) on organisation and 
ecology plus a spoken word by Sam 
Mbah of "African Anarchism" fame. 
We also have all our pamphlets, 
posters etc. on a CD called "Tools for 
Troublemakers" which anyone can 
print out, copy and distribute, We 
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also occasionally do t-shirts. 
LO: ZB now offers 'African 
Anarchism: Prospects for the Future' 
by Nigerian anarchists Sam Mbah 
and I. E. lgariwey of the anarcho-syn
dicalist Awareness League in book 
format. Do you have plans to publish 
more titles in this format? What? 
ZB: Yeah, I'd like to do a re-release of 
the "ABC of Anarchism" and "What is 
Communist Anarchism" by Berkman 
back together in one book. This is a 
huge task though which is gonna take 
some time. 
LO: When I was occupying your 
blow-up-mattress over December I 
noticed that, when you weren 't farting 
or scratching your ass, you physically 
glue-bound African Anarchism your
self Is this because of the DIY ethic 
reta ined from punk, direct action 
against loose paper, or just because 
it's cheaper? 
ZB: Mostly a question of funds I think. 
We just don't have the money to bind 
a thousand books at a time. I hope to 
get some equipment for bookbinding 
while I'm in Europe to bring back for 
us to use in SA 
LO: What plans does ZB have for the 
near future? 
ZB: Take over the world. f -· 
LO: What have your experiences 
been regarding the reception of anar
chist ideas in South Africa since your 
initial involvement in the movement? 
What prospects do you think there 
are for anarchism in the region? 
ZB: Quite good. In the beginning, our 
ideas were not at all well developed 
and this obviously played a part in the 
seriously slow build up of the move
ment. However, as our ideas have 
grown, we have started having more 
success. We have had some major 
successes in workplace organising 
and also through our attendance in 
rallies etc. However we are seriously 
held up by the lack of funds - it has 
always been ? problem. As for 
prospects for anarch ism, I think they 
are really good. I think the ANC is 
doing a damn fine job of disillusioning 

people in the role of politics and con
ditions are way ripe for some serious 
change. I think its just a matter of get
ting our message out to as many peo
ple as possible - showing people that 
there is an alternative to just chang
ing the master. 
LO: Globally speaking, what would 
you say about the resurfacing of 
anarchism and the role it's played in 
the emerging anti-capitalist move
ment of the fast ten years? 
ZB: I'd say it's a definite positive sign. 
We are seeing more and more people 
convinced of the idea doing really 
good work. This you can see in the 
way the demo's have been organised 
and carried out over the last coupla 
years. However, these tactics and 
ways of organising need to be spread 
to the workplaces and communities 
before we can be a real threat to 
those in power. Let's hope it hap
pens. 
LO: Finish the sentence: 'In ten years 
of so-called democracy the ANC gov
ernment has successfully ... ' 
ZB: ... made themselves rich . 
LO: What would you say to disaffect
ed punks and youth, either develop
ing an interest in aparchism or just 

-pi<Jin-pissed off witMsocietyi.lo. inspire 
them to action? 
ZB: At the rate the world is going , we 
have no future. Lets work together 
for a new world based on freedom, 
equality and social justice ( ... oh 
yeah, and free home-brew for all). If 
we work together, we can break the 
chains. 
LO: Word has it you're giving me your 
books and records when you go over
seas, not just to look after, but to take 
under my wing and nurture as my 
own Can you confirm this? 
ZB: What can obviously be confirmed 
by your question is that it is clear that 
you have consumed too much alco
hol, it has pickled your brain and you 
have lost touch with reality. 

Yours for freedom, 
a fellow-troublemaker 

K.S 
"Knowledge is the Key to be Free" 

Post: Postnet Suite 116, Private Bag X42, 
Braamfontein, 2017, Johannesburg, South Africa 

E-mail: zababooks@zabalaza.net 
Website : www.zabalaza.net/zababooks 

People always rag vegans about 
eating meat substitutes, like frozen 
sausages and burgers. But hang on, 
cows don't grow into sausages and 
burgers so, here's a recipe to make 
your own cheap S & B's, many 
many. 

Ingredients: 

* 1 pkt Soya Mince (locally produced 
soya is most likely not to be GM, 
yet!) 
* 1 Cup Chick Pea/ self-raising flour 
* 1 Onion 
* 1 to 2 Carrots 
*Garlic, shit loads. 
* Spices (Salt, Dania, Coriander) 

This is the most basic concept of a 
crusty but you can add as much 
other veggies as you like, like cab
bage, peppers etc. 

Cook mince for 1 0 minutes and let 
cool. 
Add chopped vegetables, flour and 
spices. 
Moosh up'"""'this mixture wiih your 
hands, squeezing it through your fin
gers until it all becomes a pile of 
gloop. 
Pre-heat a flat pan of oil. (Quite 
deep) 
Shape the gloop into firm interesting 
shapes and fry until well crisped. 
The raw gloop will last about 2 to 3 
days, and sometimes tastes even 
better on the last day. 

The fun part about soya crusties is 
that you can make all kinds of 
shaped crusties. Some ideas being 
police men grillers and crucifix siz
zlers (both patents pending - Ed). 
And not only is it stress relieving to 
chomp down on a fried copper or 
similar symbol of oppression, but 
you can also add to the torture by 
freezing the effigy of your dissatis
faction. 

[*Ed Note: You can also substitute 
the soya mince with pre-cooked 
lentils or chick peas to make, you 
guessed it, lentil or falafel crusites! 
Hoorah, isn't vegan cooking excit
ing.] 
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10 y~~~t dr:!ra'!J.Yf18C.risy 
"If I go an extra mile in a sci- the Amnesty Committee in November Isaac Moho mane, Boksburg Medium

entific thinking , I regret that ten years 1998, represented by a lawyer on A Prison, sentenced to death for 2 
after freedom South Africa is still hav- behalf of the ANC; but the TRC was counts of police murder and illegal 
ing behind ba possession of firearms. 
prisoners Capital punishment was offi-
apartheid cially abolished by the democratically 
freedom elected ANC government on June 6th 
who all 1996, yet many former death-row 
have fought forth prisoners are still carrying prison 
freedom of thei cards written 'dood straf, death sen-
eo u n try ... 'W tence , without a definite prison sen-
became tence. The fact that, ten years into so-
of the past and in ' called freedom the government can 

prisons, slaves ---------~"'"{,:.1 allow this to continue is in blatant con-
the previous di tradiction to the values they claim to 
pensation - actually we are slaves of unjust and refused or turned down hold so dearly, those of justice and 
our own black government, which we our amnesty applications even democracy. , 
have raised to power through our own though it was clear and vivid that we Other prisoners were framed 
sweat'. We have been destined to were indeed carrying out orders from and set up for crimes they didn't com
suffer, for most of us will die in prisons our superior or Commander. Who mit, such as armed robbery and mur-r--------------------------------------------, . without tasting the fruits of the strug- was the: ~pf activists outside hillJ::lrow :der, In an 
gle and freedom of the country which f o r me fl · . . · •attempt to 
we freed with our own AK-47s." - M K~m~trates court !stop their 
David Nkuna, former death-row pris- c a d r e• \17 o I i t i c a I 
oner, Pretoria Local Prison, B-Section and a . f1 activity and 
Maximum. Chief ., others still 

There are dozens, if not hun- Staff were arrest-
dr~d~.~! politicfi .J2!i.~e.~sf.an? E~J~.::.. _JQ~ Se ed for crimes 
oners of the former apartheid regrme Defence they commit-
still serving sentences in prisons Unit. At ted out of 
across South Africa. They need your that ti n e cess it y, 
help to ensure that they see justice such as theft 
served, that they are either; released and robbery, 
on parole, granted amnesty or given Defence and then 
fair trials. Some of these prisoners Unit affiliated to the ANC; as violence tried and convicted by racist courts, 
were convicted for political acts that was escalating and innocent people which handed down extremely harsh 
they carried out under direct com- were dying because of the violence. It sentences because the perpetrators 
mand of ther------:------ ------------------~.:------ diffi- were non-whites. All of these prison-
ANC and its shot m the foot . ers are political prisoners, and to 
armed wing the many of these people, who fought 
MK, yet · selflessly against a cowardice and 
although they racist system, we owe what little free-
have applied dams we are allowed to enjoy today. 
for amnesty in Although many of the gains made 
front of the during the struggle against apartheid 
Truth and have begun to be eroded by ten years 
Reconciliation under the ANC's nee-l iberal regime. 
Commission "You must be aware that we 
they have been are victimised by our fear to stand up 
denied, usually as for what is entitled to us as people 
because they ey were whether in prison or outside prison. 
were not asso- o r k i n g We are firstly determined to challenge 
ciated with the ANC leadership during hand in hand with the IFP. So my unit any barbaric or tyrannic system if it 
the time of struggle, they were too carried out this attack on the police, to needs be. Change is a must; and it 
left-wing or because they and their convey a message to their masters shall come and be affected by those 
families were poor. that if they can carry on with what who need to see it. Well we need to 

"We applied for amnesty to they are doing their days will be ndm- be strong even when we face incar
the Truth and Reconciliation bered . We were then arrested; con- . ceration. We cannot afford to be sac-. 
Commission. We appeared before victed and sentenced to death . ~· ~.5f;: rificed at the expense of the capital-.,. .. , 
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ists. We fought for the transformation 
of this land, and yet we are deprived 
of the right to enjoy the fruits of our 
labour. Now our votes are seen as a 
priority but our release as political 
activists/ prisoners is not important to 
them." - Abel Ramarope, Obie 
Mokhitsane & Douglas Nkoane, 
Pretoria Local Prison, B-Section 
Maximum. 

Many of these people are in 
prison because of extreme repressive 
measures taken by the apartheid 
regime to suppress a popular upris
ing, and potentially revolutionary 
movement for democratic rights; 
Measures that bear striking sem
blance to those being employed by 
the ANC government to suppress 
popular social movements today. 

On the 21st of March this 
year which, ironically, is Human 
Rights Day, whilst fat cats and top 
politicians were celebrating 10 years 
of 'freedom' and 'democracy' on 
Constitution Hill in Johannesburg, not 
far away in Hillbrow 56 people, who 
were using the opportunity to demon
strate against the governments failure 
to live up to its promises after 1 0 
years in power were tear-gassed, 
shot at with rubber bullets and then 
arrested. One girl had bones in her 
foot broken by a rubber bullet. Some 
of the people arrested, including chil
dren, were spectators, not even 
involved in the demonstration. A 
spokesperson for the South African 
Police was quoted as saying that the 
police couldn't identify who was 
involved in the demonstration and 
who was not, so they just arrested 
everyone. The Constitution Hill 56, as 
they later became known; were 
arrested under the 1993 Illegal 
Gatherings Act, which replaced the 
infamous apartheid era Riotous 
Assembles Act. The Act under which, 
on that very same day March 21st, 69 
people participating in an illegal 
march against the pass laws as part 
of the defiance campaign were mur
dered, whilst running from the police, 
in the 1960 Sharpeville Massacre. 44 
years later and the South African gov
ernment is still using apartheid era 
legislation and shooting at protesters. 
And they have the audacity to boast a 
decade of democracy when what 
happened in Johannesburg on 
Human Rights Day this year, whilst 
politicians were living it up on 

Constitution Hill at taxpayers 
expense, is a blatant violation of both 
our human and constitutional rights. 

But this is not the first time 
the ANC government has resorted to 
apartheid era tactics and legislation to 
suppress popular social movements. 
In the lead up to the United Nations 
World Summit on Sustainable 
Development in Johannesburg in 
2002 dozens of key activists who 
were organising displaced communi
ties to use the opportunity to demon
strate against poverty, unemployment 
and landlessness were illegally 
arrested to suppress their activities. 
The march was banned, again under 

The Landless Peoples Movement, 
however, are not a registered political 
party. They are a popular social 
movement. 

These are just a few exam
ples of how the ANC government is 
assuming more and more power over 
our civic life, becoming increasingly 
repressive, not to mention militarised, 
and back-peddling on our hard won 
democratic rights. If we don't organ- . 
ise and fight to defend and extend the 
gains won during the struggle against 
apartheid today, mark these words, 
we will be living under a dictatorship 
tomorrow. 

the Illegal Gatherings Act, .. ----------------. 
and other activists were 
threatened and intimidat
ed by agents of the South 
African equivalent to the 
CIA, the National 

REMF.M.RER! 
were OCnlliere 

Intelligence Agency, which;;=================C 
currently employs former 
intelligence and security 
agents of the apartheid 
regime. Despite extensive 
attempts to suppress this 
movement government 
reluctantly gave in at the 
last minute and legal rsed~ ~ 
mass protest of the United 
Social Movements, which 
drew some 20 000 people 
onto the streets of 
Sandton on August 20th, 
2002. In total an estimated 
300 people were arrested 
in the lead up to the 
WSSD, some to be 
abused and humiliated at 
the hands of the police to 
the extent that people had 
their fingers broken and 
were tear-gassed whilst in 
custody. 

To cite on last 
example; on Election Day 
this year 57 activists from 
the Landless Peoples 
Movement, who were 
staging a 'No Land No 

which they had been 

• 

Vote' demonstration, for l 
granted permission by the _ 

South African Pol iceJ.:a~b~c@=za;b~a:la~z=a~.n:e~t .:::.-.:.-.:===--
Service, were arrested 

under the Electoral Act; free a 11 apartheid 
which puts a ban on the 
activities of all political political prisoners 
parties on Election Day . ._ ________________ ... 
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first published in 'do or die' radical journal; found online here: http://www.eco-action.org/dod/no8/pirate.html 
Under the Banner of King Death 
"In an honest Service, there is thin 
Commons, low Wages, and hard 
Labour; in this, Plenty and Satiety, 
Pleasure and Ease, Liberty and 
Power; and who would not balance 
Creditor on this Side, when all the 
Hazard that is run for it, at worst, is 
only a sour Look or two at choking. 
No, a merry Life and a short one shall 
be my Motto" - Pirate Captain 
Bartholomew Roberts. 

During the 'Golden Age' of 
piracy in the 17th and 18th centuries, 
crews of early proletarian rebels , 
dropouts from civilization plundered 
the lucrative shipping lanes between 
Europe and America. They operated 
from land enclaves, free ports; 'pirate 
utopias' located on islands and coast
lines as yet beyond the reach of civi
lization. From these mini-anarchies -
'temporary autonomous zones' - they 
launched raiding parties so success
ful that they created an imperial crisis, 
attacking British trade with the 
colonies, and crippling the emerging 
system of global exploitation, slavery 
and colonialism. 

We can easily imagine the 
attraction of life as a . sea-rover, 
answerable to no-one. Euro
American society of the 17th and 18th 
centuries was one of emergent capi
talism, war, slavery, land enclosures 
and clearances; starvation and pover
ty side-by-side with unimaginable 
wealth. The Church dominated all 
aspects of life and women had few 
options beyond marital slavery. You 
could be press-ganged into the navy 
and endure conditions far worse than 
those experienced on board a pirate 
ship: "Conditions for ordinary seamen 
were both harsh and dangerous - and 
the pay was poor. Punishments avail
able to the ship's officers included 
manacling , flogging and keel-hauling 
-the victim being pulled by means of 
a rope under the hull of the ship from 
one side to the other. Keel-hauling 
was a punishment which often proved 
fata! ." As Dr. Johnson famously 
observed : "no man will be a sailor 
who has contrivance enough to get 
himself into a jail; for being in a ship is 

being in jail with the chance of being 
drowned .. . A man in jail has more 
room, better food , and commonly bet
ter company." 

In opposition to this, pirates 
created a world of their own making, 
where they had "the choice in them
selves" - a world of solidarity and fra
ternity, where they shared the risks 
and the gains of life at sea, made 
decisions collectively and seized their 
life for themselves in the present, 
denying its use to the merchants as a 
tool for the accumulation of dead 
property. Indeed, Lord Vaughan , 
Governor of Jamaica, wrote: "These 
Indies are so Vast and Rich, and this 
kind of rapine so sweet, that it is one 
of the hardest things in the World to 
draw those from it which have used it 
for so long." 
The Rise of Piracy 
The era of Euro-American piracy is 
ushered in by the discovery of the 
New World and th~ enormous empire 
seized by the Spanish in the 
Americas. New technologies allowed 
long sea voyages to be made with 
regularity and accuracy, and the new 
empires that emerged were not 
based so much on control of the land 
as control of the seas. The Spanish 
were the world superpower of the 
16th century, but did not go unchal
lenged for long; the French, Dutch 
and English all struggled to overtake 
the Spanish in the scramble for 
empire. In their quest to do so they 
were not above using piracy to attack 
the hated Spanish and fill their coffers 
with the vast wealth the Spanish had 
plundered from the Native Americans. 
In wartime this raiding would be legit
imised as legal privateering but the 
rest of the time it was simply piracy 
with state-sponsorsh ip (or at least tol
eration and encouragement) . Over 
the course of the 17th century these 
embryonic empires finally overtook 
the Spanish and established · e -
selves. With the new tee I gies 
shipping was no longer just se · r 
luxury goods but became the basis of 
an international trading network 
essential to the origin and growth of 
capital ism. The massive expansion of 

sea-borne trade in th is period neces
sarily also created a large population 
of seafarers - a new class of wage
workers that had not pre iously exist
ed . For many of them piracy seemed 
an attractive alternative o e harsh 
realities of the mere a service or 
the navy. 

But as t e ew empires -
especially the Sri ish Empire -
matured , attitudes to piracy changed: 
"The roistering buccaneer did not suit 
the hard-headed merchants and 
imperial bureaucrats , whose musty 
world of balance sheets and reports 
came into violent conflict with that of 
the pirates." The ruling class recog
nised that stable, orderly, regular 
trade served the interests of a mature 
imperial power far better than piracy. 
So piracy was forced to evolve in the 
late 17th and early 18th century. 
Pirates were no longer state-spon
sored gentleman-adventurers like Sir 
Francis D[ake but dropout wage 
slaves, mutineers, a multi-ethnic 
melting pot of rebellious proles. 
Where there had once been a blur
ring of the edges between legitimate 
commercial activity and piracy, now 
pirates found they had few of their old 
friends left and were increasingly 
regarded as "Brutes, and Beasts of 
Prey." As mainstream society rejected 
the pirates, they likewise became 
in creas ing ly antagonistic in their 
rejection of it. From this point 
onwards the only pirates were those 
who explicitly rejected the state and 
its laws and declared themselves in 
open war against it. Pirates were driv
en further away fr t e centres of 
power as the A e ·can colonies, orig
inally beyo ' s ate control and rela
tively au· ous, were brought into 
the ma i s earn of imperial trade and 
go er an e. There developed a 
dea 1. s i d • i creasing violence 
as sLE:e a ·a ks were met with 

e • m the pirates leading to 
c2 er state terror. 

:; ... a dunghill whereon England 
doth cast forth its rubbish" 
The Caribbean islands in the second 
half of the 17th century were a melt
ing pot of rebellious and pauperised 

page 20 - _ . i ertarian o ensive 



:'""': , igrants from across the world. 
-:-~ e e were thousands of deported 

·s . Liverpool beggars, Royalist pris
--e s from Scotland, pirates caught 
::: - the English high seas, highway
~e caught on the Scottish borders, 
exiled Huguenots and Frenchmen, 

tlawed religious dissenters and the 
captured prisoners of various upris
i gs and plots against the King. 

The proto-anarchist revolu
'ionary movements of the Civil War of 
the 1640s had been suppressed and 
defeated by the time of the dawn of 
the great age of piracy in the late 17th 
century but there is good evidence to 
show that some of the Diggers, 
Ranters, Muggletonians, Fifth 
Monarchy Men etc. fled to the 
Americas and the Caribbean where 
· ey inspired or joined these insurrec
·onary pirate crews. Indeed, a group 

of pirates settled in Madagascar at a 
place they had "given the name of 
Ranter Bay." After the defeat of the 
Levellers in 1649, John Lilburne 
offered to lead his followers to the 
West Indies, if the government would 
foot the bill. It also seems that the 
Ranters and Diggers lasted longer in 
the Americas than in Britain .: as late 
as the 1690s there were reported to . 
be Ranters in Long Island. This isn't 
surprising really as the New World 
territories were used by Britain as 
penal colonies for its discontented 
and rebellious poor. In 1655 
Barbados was described as "a 
dunghill whereon England doth cast 
forth its rubbish ." Among these unde
sirables there would have been num
bers of radicals - those who had pro
vided the spark for the revolution of 
1640. "Perrot, the bearded ranter who 
refused to doff his hat to the Almighty, 
ended up in Barbados," as did many 
others such as the Ranter intellectual 
Joseph Salmon. That the Caribbean 
had become a haven for radicals did · 
not go unnoticed: in 1656 Samuel 
Highland advised Parliament not to 
sentence the Quaker heretic James 
Nayler to transportation lest he infect 
other settlers. It was clear at this time 
that the new British colonies to the 
west were seen as a haven of relative 
religious and political liberty; that 
much further beyond the grasp of law 
and authority. 

Before European merchants 
discovered the African slave trade 
and the commercial possibilities of 

shipping Africans to the Caribbean, added "they be all a company of 
thousands of poor and working class sodomists." This was the seething 
Europeans were shipped to the new multi-racial hotbed of anger and class 
colonies as indentured servants - tension into which our transported or 
effectively a slave trade of its own. voluntarily exiled Ranters, Diggers 
The only difference between the trade and Levellers would have arrived and 
in indentured servants and the African out of which the great age of Euro
slave trade was that in theory the American piracy took shape with the 
slavery of these immigrants was not emergence of the buccaneers in the 
considered eternal and hereditary. Caribbean around the middle of the 
However, many were tricked and their 17th century. 
contracts extended indefinitely so Arrgh, Jim Lad! 
they never won their freedom. The overwhelming majority of pirates 
Slaves, a lifetime investment, were were merchant seamen who elected 
often treated better than the inden- to join the pirates when their ships 
tured servants. were captured, although a small num-

However, the masters had ber were mutineers who had collec
great difficulty holding on to their ser- tively seized their ship. "According to 
vants who tended to go native and Patrick Pringle's Jolly Roger, pirate 
abscond to the freedom of the myriad recruitment was most successful 
islands of the Antilles, or to isolated among the unemployed, escaped 
bits of coastline or jungle. Here they · bondsmen, and transported crimi
often formed little self-governing nals. The high seas made for an 
bands or tribes of dropouts andrun- instantaneous leveling of class 
aways, in many ways mimicking the inequalities." 
native peoples before them. These Many pirates displayed a fine 
men - sailors and soldiers, slaves and sense of class consciousness; for 
indentured servants, formed the basis . example, a pirate named Captain 
for the Caribbean piracy that Bellamy made this speech to the cap
emerged in the 17th century - 111ain- tain of a merchant vessel he had just 
taining their egalitarian tribal structure. taken as a prize. The captain of the 
even when at sea. A;s their numbers merchant vessel had just declined an 
grew and more men flocked to the red ' invitation to join the pirate crew: 
flag, their attacks on the . Spanish · "I am sorry they won't let you 
became more audacious. After a raid have your Sloop again, for I scorn to 
they would make for a city like Port do any one a Mischief, when it is not 
Royale in.Jamaica, to spend all their · for my Advantage; damn the Sloop, 
money in one great binge of whoring, we must sink her, and she might be of 
gambling and drinking before return- Use to you. Tho', damn ye, you are a 
ing to their hunter.-gatherer existence sneaking Puppy, and so are all those 
on out of the way islands. who will submit to be governed by 

There were also of course up Laws which rich Men have made for 
to 80,000 black slaves working on the their own Security, for the cowardly 
plantations who were prone to fre- Whelps have not the Courage other
quent and bloody revolts, as well as wise to defend what they get by their 
the last few remaining indigenous Knavery; but damn ye altogether: 
Indian inhabitants of the islands. In Damn them for a Pack of crafty 
1649 a slave rebellion on Barbados Rascals, and you, who serve them, 
coincided with a white servants' upris- for a Parcel of hen-hearted 
ing. In 1655, following a common pat- Numskulls. They vilify us, the 
tern, the Irish joined with the blacks in Scoundrels do, when there is only 
revolt. There were similar rebellions this Difference, they rob the Poor 
in Bermuda, St. Christopher and under the Cover of Law, forsooth, and 
Montserrat, whilst in Jamaica trans:. we plunder the Rich under the 
ported Monmouthite rebels united Protection of our own Courage; had 
with 'maroon' Indians in revolt. This you not better make One of us, than 
hodge-podge of the dispossessed sneak after the Arses of those Villains 
was described in 1665 as "convict for Employment?" 
gaol birds or riotous persons, rotten When the captain replied that 
before they are sent forth, and at best his conscience would not let him 
idle and only fit for the mines." To break·the laws of God and man, the 
which a lady colonist of Antigua pirate Bellamy continued: 
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"You are a devilish 
Conscience Rascal, damn ye, I am a 
free Prince, and I have as much 
Authority to make War on the whole 
World, as he who has a hundred Sail 
of Ships at Sea, and an Army of 
100,000 Men in the Field ; and this my 
Conscience tells me; but there is no 
arguing with such sniveling Puppies, 
who allow Superiors to kick them 
about Deck at Pleasure." 

Piracy was one strategy in an 
early cycle of Atlantic class struggle. 
Seamen also used mutiny and deser
tion and other tactics in order to sur
vive and to resist their lot. Pirates 
were perhaps the most international 
and militant section of the proto-prole
tariat constituted by 17th and 18th 
century sailors. There were , for 
example, some hardcore trouble
makers like Edward Buckmaster, a 
sailor who joined Kidd's crew in 1696, 
who had been arrested and jailed a 
number of times for agitation and riot
ing, or Robert Gulliford, who repeat
edly led mutinies, seizing the ship he 
was serving on and turning pirate. 

During wartime, due to the 
demands of the navy, there was a 
great shortage of skilled maritime 
labour and seamen could -command 
relatively high wages. The end of war, 
especially Queen Anne's War, which 
ended in 1713, cast vast numbers of 
naval seamen into unemployment 
and caused a huge slump in wages. 
40,000 men found themselves with
out work at the end of the war - roam
ing the streets of ports like Bristol, 
Portsmouth and New York. In wartime 
privateering provided the opportunity 
for a relative degree of freedom and a 
chance at wealth . The end of war 
meant the end of privateering too , 
and these unemployed ex-privateers 
only added to the huge labour sur
plus. Queen Anne's War had lasted 
11 years ar)d in 1713 many sailors 
must have known little else but war
fare and the plundering of ships. It 
was commonly observed that on the 
cessation of war privateers turned 
pirate. The combination of thousands 
of men trained and experienced in the 
capture and plundering of ships sud
denly finding themselves unemployed 
and having to compete harder and 
harder for less and less wages was 
explosive - for many piracy must have 
been one of the few alternatives to 
starvation. 

Liberty, Equality, Fraternity 
Having escaped the tyranny of disci
pline aboard merchant vessels the 
most striking thing about the organi
sation of pirate crews was their anti
authoritarian nature. Each crew func
tioned under the terms of written arti
cles, agreed by the whole crew and 
signed by each member. The articles 
of Bartholomew Roberts' crew begin: 
"Every Man has a Vote in Affairs of 
Moment; has equal Title to the fresh 
Provisions, or strong Liquors, at any 
Time seized, and may use them at 
Pleasure, unless a Scarcity makes it 
necessary, for the Good of all , to vote 
a Retrenchment." 

Euro-American pirate crews 
really formed one community, with a 
common set of customs shared 
across the various ships. Liberty, 
Equality and Fraternity thrived at sea 
over a hundred years before the 
French Revolution. The authorities 
were often shocked by their libertari
an tendencies; the Dutch Governor of 
Mauritius met a pirate crew and com
mented: "Every man had as much 
say as the captain and each man car
ried his own weapons in his blanket." 
This was profoundly threatening to 
the order of European society, where 
firearms were restricted to the upper 
classes, and provided a stark contrast 
to merchant ships where anything 
that could be used as a weapon was 
kept under lock and key, and to the 
navy where the primary purpose of 
the marines stationed on naval ves
sels was to keep the sailors in their 
place. 

Pirate ships operated on a 
'No Prey, No Pay' basis, but when a 
vessel was captured the booty was 
divided up by a share system. This 
sort of share system was common in 
mediaeval shipping , but had been 
phased out as shipping became a 
capitalist enterprise and sailors wage 
labourers. It still existed in privateer
ing and whaling but pirates devel
oped it into its most egalitarian form -
there were no shares for ow ers or 
investors or merchants, t ere was no 
elaborate hierarchy of wage differe -
tiation - everyone got an equal share 
of the booty and the captain usually 
only 1 or 1 1/2 share . The wreck of 
Sam Bellamy's pirate sh ip the 
Whydah, which was discovered in 
1984, provides good evidence ofthis 
- among the artifacts recovered was, 

~~~ 

rare West African gold Akan jewelry 
which "had been hacked apart with 
clear knife marks, which suggested 
that there had been an attempt to 
divide it equally." 

The harshness of life at sea 
made mutual aid into a simple sur
vival tactic. The natural solidarity of 
fellow tars was carried over into pirate 
organisation. Pirates often went into 
'consortship' with one another, where 
if one died the other got his property. 
Pirate articles also commonly includ
ed a form of mutual aid where injured 
shipmates unable o participate in the 
fighting would receive their share as a 
pension. Pirates too this sort of soli
darity very seriously - at least one 
pirate crew co pe sated their 
wounded only to discover they had 
nothing left. From e articles of 
Bartholomew Roberts' crew; 

"If ... any Man should lose a 
Limb, or become a Cripple in their 
Service, he was to have 800 Dollars, 
out of the publ ic Stock, and for lesser 
Hurts, proportionably." And from 
those of George Lowther's crew; "He 
that sha ll have the Misfortune to lose 
a Limb, in Time of Engagement, shall 
have the Sum of one hundred and 
fifty Pounds Sterl ing, and remain with 
the Company as long as he shall 
th ink fit." 

Pirate captains were elected 
and could be de-elected at any time 
for abuse of their authority. The cap
tain enjoyed no special privileges: He 
"or any other Officer is allowed no 
more [food] than another man, nay, 
the Captain cannot keep his Cabin to 
himself." Captai ns were deposed for 
cowardice, cruelty and reveal ingly, for 
refusing "to take and plunder English 
Vessels" -the pirates had turned their 
backs on the state and its laws and 
no lingering feelings of patriotism 
were to be allowed . The captain only 
had right of command in the heat of 
battle , otherwise all decisions were 
made by the whole ship's company. 
This rad ical democracy was not nec
essarily very efficient; often pirate 
s ips 'ended to wander rather aim
lessly as the crew changed its mind. 
The original buccaneers had called 
themselves the 'brethren of the coast' 
- an apt term as pirates swapped 
ships, met up at rendezvous points, 
joined together with other crews for 
combined raids and met up with old 
ship mates. Although it might see[Tl 
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s prising that over the whole commonly administer the 'Distribution pardon were on surrendering denied 
expanse of the world's oceans the of Justice', "enquiring into the Manner the benefits of the pardon only 
pirates kept in touch and met up with of the Commander's Behaviour to increased mistrust and antagonism; 
each other, they continually returned their Men, and those, against whom the pirates resolved "no longer to 
to the various 'free ports' where they Complaint was .made" were "whipp'd attend to any offers of forgiveness but . 
were welcomed by black market and pickled." Interestingly, one of the in case of attack, to defend them
traders who would buy their goods. favorite torments inflicted upon cap- selves on their faithless countrymen 
Pirate crews recognised each other, tured captains was the 'Sweat' - a who may fall into their hands." In 
didn't attack each other and often word meaning to drive hard or to 1722 Captain Luke Knott was granted 
worked together in large fleets. For overwork - in which the offender was £230 for the loss of his career, after 
example in 1695 the crews of made to run round and round the turning over 8 pirates, "his being. 
Captains Avery, Faro, Want, Maze, mizzenmast between decks to the obliged to quit the Merchant service, 
Tew and Wake all met up for a com- tune of a merry jig while he was the Pirates threatening to Torture him 
bined raid on the annual Muslim pil- encouraged to go faster by the sur- to death if ever he should fall into their 
grim fleet to Mecca, the six ships con- rounding pirates jabbing his backside hands." It was by no means an empty 
taining at least 500 men. They also with "Points of Swords, Penknives, · threat - in 1720 pirates of the crew of 
met up and had parties together; like Compasses, Forks &c." It seems the Bartholomew Roberts "openly and in 
the "saturnalia" when the crews of pirates were determined to give the the daytime . burnt •. and destroyed ... 
Blackbeard and Charles Vane joined master a taste of his own medicine - · vessels in the Road of ~asseterre [St. 
forces on North Carolina;s Ocracoke . creating a literally vicious circle or Kitts] and had the audaciousness to 
Island in 1718. There is even evi- . · treadmill reminiscent of the seaman's . insult H.M. Fort~" avenging the execu
dence that there was a unique pirate labouring life. The most militant of tion of ''their comrades at Nevis". 
language, which is a real sign the these sea-borne righters-of-wrong Roberts then sent word to the gover
pirates were evolving their own dis- has to be Philip Lyne, who when nor that "they would · Come and Burn 
tinct culture. Philip Ashton, who spent · apprehended in 1726 confessed he the Town [Sandy Point] about his 
sixteen months among pirates in .· '~had killed 37 Masters of Vessels.': ". Ears for hanging the Pyrates there;" 
1722-3, reported that one of his cap- Radical historian Marcus Roberts ev.en had his own pirate flag 
tors "according to the Pirates usual ·Rediker has ut:~covered interesting made showing him standing on two 
Custom, and ir:J their proper Dialect, evidence of pirates' concern with ret- skulls labeled ABH · and AMH - 'A 
asked me, if I would sign their ributioh in the names of their ships - Barbadian's Head' .and .'A Martinican's 
Articles". There is also a hilarious the largest single group of names are Head' .'.later that same year he gave 
account of how a pirate CC!Ptive '.'say'd • the ones involving reyenge, for_exam~ · · substance to; his vendetta.against th~ 
his life [by] mere Dint ofCursing and pie Blackbeard's ship the Queen . l:wo ·islands by hanging· the governor 
Damning" - suggesting that cine fea- Anne's Revenge or John Cole's won~ · of Martinique from a yardarm. As 
ture of this pi rat~ .language_ was the derfully named New York _Revenge's bounties were offeredfor the capture 
liberal use of blasphemy and swear- Revenge. Merchant Captain Thomas of pirates, the pirates responded by 
in g. Through splitting and coalescing Checkley go( it just . right when he offering rewards . for 'certain officials. 
and men jumping from ship to ship a described · the pirates who captured And when pirates were captured or 
great continuity existed amongst the his ship ·as pfetendin,g 11to be Robin executed, oth13r pirate ·crews often 
various pirate crews, · sharing the Hoods Men.'' . There is further evi- · revenged their brethren, attacking the 
same cultures and customs and over dence forth is in the name of another town that condemned them, or the 
the course of time developing a ship - the Little John belonging to shipping of that port. This sort of soli
specifically 'pirate consciousness.' pirate John Ward. Peter Lamborn darity shows that there had devei
The prospect that this pirate commu- Wilson says: "[this] offers us a pre- oped a real pirate community and that 
nity might take a more permanent cious insight into his ideas and his those sailing under 'the banner of 
form was a threat to the authorities image of himself: clearly he consid- King Death' no longer thought of 
who feared that they might set up "a ered himself a kind of Robin Hood of themselves as English or Dutch or 
Commonwealth" in uninhabited the seas. We have some evidence he French but as pirates. 
regions, where "no Power in those gave to the poor, and he was clearly 
Parts of the World could have been determined to steal from the rich." 
able to dispute ft with them." The response of the state to 
Revenge these merry men of the seven seas 
One particularly important part of was brutal - the crime of piracy car
what we might call the 'pirate con- ried the death sentence. The early 
sciousness' was revenge upon the years of the 18th century saw "royal 
captains and masters who had previ- officials and pirates [locked] into a 
ously exploited them. The pirate system of reciprocal terror'' as pirates 
Howell Davis stated: "their reasons became more antagonistic to main
for going a pirating were to revenge stream society and the authorities 
themselves on base Merchants and ever more determined to hunt them 
cruel commanders of Sh ips." On cap- down. Rumors that pirates who had 
turing a merchantman pirates would taken advantage of the 1698 royal 

Piracy and Slavery 
The Golden Age of piracy was also 
the hey-day of the Atlantic slave 
trade. The relationship between pira
cy and the slave trade is complex and 
ambiguous. Some pirates participat
ed in the slave trade and shared their 
contemporaries' attitude to Africans 
as commodities for exchange. 

However, not all pirates par
ticipated in the slave trade. Indeed 
large n'umbers of pirates were ex
slaves; there was a much higher pro-
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portion of blacks on pirate ships than 
-on merchant or naval vessels, and 
only rarely did the observers who 
noted their presence 'refer to them as 
'slaves'. Most of these black pirates 
would have been runaway slaves, 
either joining with the pirates on the 
course of the voyage from Africa, · 
deserting from the plantation, or sent 
as slaves to work on board ship. 
Some may have been free men, like 
the "free Negro" seaman from 
Deptford who in 1721 led "a Mutiny 
that we had too many Officers, and 
that the work was too hard, and what 
not." Seafaring in general offered 
more autonomy to blacks than life on 
the plantation, but piracy in particular, 
could - although it was a risk - offer 
one of the few chances at freedom for 
an African in the 18th century Atlantic. 
For example, a quarter of the two
hundred strong crew of Captain 
Bellamy's ship the Whydah were 
black, and eyewitness accqunts of 
the sinking of the pirate vessel off 
Wellfleet, Massachusetts in 1717 
report that many of the corpses 
washed up were black. Pirate histori
an Kenneth Kinker argues that 
although the Whydah was originally a 
slave ship, the blacks on board at the 
time ofthe sinking were members of 
the crew, not slaves. Partially 
because pirates, along with other 
tars, "entertain'd so contemptible a 
Notion of Landsmen," a black man 
who knew the ropes was more likely 
to win respect than a landsman who 
didn't. Kinker notes: "Pirates judged 
Africans more on the basis of their 
language and sailing skills - in other 
words, on their level of cultural attain
ment- than on their race." 

Black pirates would often 
lead the boarding party to capture a 
prize. The pirate ship the Morning 
Star had "a Negro .Cook- doubly 
arm'd" in th~ boarding party and more 
than half of Edward Condent's .board
ing party on the Dragon were black. 
Some black pirates became quarter
masters or captains. For example, in 
1699, when Captain Kidd dropped 
anchor in New York, two sloops were 
there to meet him, one of whose 
"Mate was a little black man.: .. who, 
as it was said, had been formerly 
Captain Kidd's Quarter Master." 

In the 17th century blacks 
found on pirate ships were not tried 
with the other pirates because it was 

assumed they were slaves, but by the 
18th century they were being execut
ed alongside their white 'brethren' . 
Still the most likely fate for a black 
pirate, if he was captured, was to be 
sold into slavery, whether he was a 
freeman or not. When Blackbeard 
was captured by the Royal Navy in 
1718, five of his eighteen man crew 
were black and according to the 
Governor's Council of Virginia the five 
blacks were "equally concerned with 
the rest of the Crew in the same Acts 
of Piracy." A "resolute Fellow, a 
Negro" named Caesar _ was caught 
just as he was about to blow up the 
whole ship rather than be captured 
and most likely returned to slavery. 

In 1715 the ruling Council of 
the Colony of Virginia worried about 
the connections between the 
"Ravage of Pyrates" and "an 
Insurrection of the Negroes." They 
were right to be concerned. By 1716 
the slaves of Antigua had grown "very 
impudent and insulting" and reported
ly many of them "went off to join those 
pirates who did · not seem too con
cerned about color ·differences." 
These connections were trans
Atlantic; stretching from the heart of 
Empire in London , to t.he slave 
colonies in the ·-Americas and the 

pirate ship. "Negroes" from his crew 
grew mutinous over the poor condi
tions and "thin Commons" they 
received from the Navy. "Many of 
them" had "lived a long time" in the 
"pyratical Way" , wh ich obviously for 
them had meant better food and more 
freedom. 
Going Native 
Lionel Wafer was a French surgeon 
who joined the buccaneer crews in 
the Caribbean in 1677. While return
ing from a voyage to the East Indies 
he met with an accident and was 
forced to recupera te in an Indian vil
lage, eventually adopting Indian cus
toms. This is his description of the 
return of some E glish sai lors to the 
village: 

"I sat aw ile, cringing upon 
my hams among e Ind ians, after 
their fashion , pa inted as they were, 
and all naked bu on ly about the 
waist, and_ with my se-piece hang
ing over my mou . 'Twas the better 

r be . e one of the 
e narrowly upon 

" ere's our doctor," 
all congratulated my 

'Slave Coast' of Africa . In the early origi al go their name from boucan, 
1720s a gang · of pirates settled in a ac ·ce of smoking meat they had 
West Africa, joining and intermixing learnt from the native Arawak Indians. 
with the Kru - a West African people The buccaneers were originally land 
from what is now Sierra Leone and squatters on the large Spanish owned 
Liberia, renowned both for their sea- island of Hispaniola (now Haiti and 
manship in their long canoes and the Dominican Republic) .· - they 
when enslaved for their leadership of turned to piracy following Spanish 

· slave revolts. The pirates were proba- · attempts to oust them. On Hispaniola 
bly members of Bartholomew they followed a way of life essentially 
Roberts' crew who had fled into the · identical to the native peoples who 
woods when attacked by the Navy in had preceded them. This sort of 
1722. Th is alliance is not so unusual · 'marooning life' was very clearly iden
when you consider that of the 157 tified with piracy - apart from the buc
men who didn't escape and were caneers of Hispaniola and Tortuga 
either captured or killed on · board . the main other group of European 
Roberts' ship, 45 of them were black dropouts in the New World were the 
- probably neither slaves nor pirates Iogwood cutters of Bay of Campeche 
but "Black saylors, commonly known (now Honduras and Belize), a "rude 
by the name of gremetoes" - inde- drunken crew" who were considered 
pendent African mariners primarily by most observers to be interchange
from the Sierra Leone region, who able with pirates. They consciously 
would have joined the pirates "for a chose a non-accumulative life living 
small demand of wages." in independent communal settle-

We can see the way these ments on the world's periphery. 
connections were spread and how The pirates' relations with the 
the pirates' legacy was disseminated native peoples they encountered 
even after their defeat in the fate of were split. Some pirates would 
some of those captured on Roberts~ enslave peoples they encountere~ . 

~'*"' 
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make them work, rape the women 
and steal. But other pirates settled 
down and intermarried - becoming 
part of the society. Particularly in 
Madagascar, the pirates mixing with 
the native population had produced 
"a dark Mulatto Race there." Contacts 
and cultural exchange between 
pirates, seamen and Africans led to 
the clear similarities between sea 
shanties and African songs. In 17 43 
some seamen were court-martialed 
for singing a "negro song". These 
sorts of connections went in both 
directions and were not as rare as 
you might imagine. A pirate called 
William May, stranded on the 
Madagascan island of Johanna got a 
shock when he was addressed in flu
ent English by one of the "negroes". 
He learned that the man had been 
taken from the island by an English 
ship and had lived for a while in 
Bethnal Green in London, before 
returning home. His new friend saved 
him from being captured by the 
English and taken to Bombay and 
hanged. 

It is a common feature of 
what you might call 'pirate ideology' 
that pirates thought of themselves as 
free kings, as autonomous ilildivid':Jal 
emperors. This was partly to do with 
the dream of wealth - Henry Avery 
was idolised for the enormous wealth 
he plundered; some believed he had 
set up his own pirate kingdom. Yet 
there was a pirate who achieved an 
even more remarkable rags-to-riches 
story, for he started out as a slave in 
the French colony of Martinique: 
Abraham Samuel, "Tolinor Rex", the 
King of Fort Dauphin. Samuel was a 
runaway slave who joined the crew of 
the pirate ship John and Rebecca, 
eventually becoming quartermaster. 
In 1696 the pirates captured a large 
and valuable prize and decided to 
retire and settle down in Madagascar. 
Samuel ended up in the abandoned 
French colony of Fort Dauphin where 
he was identified by a local princess 
as the child she had borne to a 
Frenchman during the occupancy of 
the colony. Samuel suddenly found 
himself declared heir to the vacant 
throne of the kingdom. Slavers and 
merchants flocked to do business 
with "King Samuel" but he retained 
sympathies for his pirate comrades, 
allowing and assisting them to loot 
the merchants who came to trade 

with him. There were a number of 
similar, if less flamboyant, characters 
in the ports and harbours of 
Madagascar - pirates or slavers who 
had become local leaders with private 
armies of as many as 500 men. 
Sex, Drugs and Rock n' Roll 
The pirates certainly seem to have 
had more fun than their poor suffering 
counterparts on naval or merchant 
vessels. They sure had some pretty 
wild parties - in 1669 just off the coast 
of Hispaniola, some of Henry 
Morgan's buccaneers blew up their 
own ship during a particularly riotous 
party, which like all good pirate cele
brations included much drunken firing 
of the ship's guns. Somehow they set 
light to the gunpowder in the ship's 
magazine and the resulting explosion 
totally destroyed the ship. On some 
voyages alcohol ran "as freely as 
ditchwater" and for many tars the 
promise of unrestricted grog rations 
had been one of the main reasons 
behind leaving the merchant service 
to become a pirate in the first place. 
However this sometimes backfired -
one group of pirates took three days 
to capture a ship because there were 
never enough sober. men available. 

. Sailors in general . loathed a "drink
water" voyage - one reason being 
that in the tropics the water tended to 
get things living in it and you had to 
strain it through your teeth. 

No pirate celebration would 
be complete without music. Pirates 
were renowned for their love of music 
and often hired musicians for the 
duration of a cruise. During the trial of 
"Black Bart" Bartholomew Roberts' 
crew in 1722, two men were acquitted 
as being only musicians. The pirates 
seem to have employed music in bat
tle, as it was said of one of the men, 
James White, that his "business as 
music was upon the poop in time of 
action." 

For some men the freedom 
that piracy offered from the con
strained world they had left behind 
extended to sexuality. European soci
ety of the 17th and 18th centuries 
was savagely anti-homosexual. The 
Royal Navy periodically conducted 
brutal anti-buggery campaigns on 
ships on which men might be con
fined together for years. In both the 
navy and the merchant service it was 
considered that sexuality was inimical 
to work and good order on board 

ship, as Minister John Flavel wrote of 
seamen to merchant John Lovering: 
"The Death of their Lusts is the most 
Probable Means to give Life to your 
Trade." B.R. Burg in Sodomy and the 
Pirate Tradition suggests that the vast 
majority of pirates were homosexual, 
and although there isn't really enough 
evidence to support this, neverthe
less to indulge in these things a pirate 
colony was probably just about the. 
safest place you could be. Some of 
the early buccaneers of Hispaniola 
and Tortuga lived in a kind of homo
sexual union known as matelotage 
(from the French for 'sailor' and pos
sibly the origin of the word 'mate' 
meaning companion), holding their 
possessions in common, with the sur
vivor inheriting. Even after women 
joined the buccaneers, matelotage 
continued with a partner sharing his 
wife with his matelote. Louis Le Golif 
in his Memoirs of a Buccaneer com
plained about homosexuality on 
Tortuga, where he had to fight two 
duels to keep ardent suitors at bay. 
Eventually the French Governor of 
Tortuga imported hundreds of prosti
tutes, hoping thereby to wean the 
buccaneers away from this practice. 
The pirate captain Robert Gulliford, 
had a "great consort," John Swann, 
who lived with him. Some men 
bought "pretty boys" as companions. 
On one pirate ship a young man who 
admitted a homosexual relationship 
was put in irons and maltreated, but 
this seems to have been the excep
tion rather than the rule. It is also sig
nificant that in no pirate articles are 
there any rules against homosexuali-
ty. 
Pirate Women 

The freedom of life under the 
Jolly Roger extended to another per
haps surprising group of sea-robbers: 
women pirates. Women weren't quite 
as rare at sea in the 17th and 18th 
centuries as you might imagine them 
to have been . There was a fairly well 
established tradition of women cross
dressing in order to seek their for
tune, or to follow husbands or lovers 
to sea. Of course the only women we 
know about are the ones that got 
caught and exposed . Their more suc
cessful sisters have sailed off into 
anonymity. Even so, it would seem 
that women aboard pirate ships were 
few. ·Ironically this may have con
tributed to the pirates' downfall - they . 
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were relatively easy for the state to 
crush because the pirate community 
was widely dispersed and inherently 
fragile; they found it hard to repro
duce or replenish their numbers. By 
comparison, the much longer lived 
and more successful pirates of the 
South China Seas were organised in 
family groups with men, women and 
children all at sea together - thus 
there was always a new generation of 
pirates to hand. 

Just as pirates in general 
defined themselves in opposition to 
the emerging capitalist social rela
tions of the 17th and 18th centuries, 
so also some women found in piracy 
a way to rebel against the emerging 
gender roles . For example, Charlotte 
de Berry, born in England in 1636, fol
lowed her husband into the navy by 
dressing as a man. When she was 
forced aboard an Africa-bound ves
sel , she led a mutiny against the cap
tain who had assaulted her, cutting off 
his head with a dagger. She then 
turned pirate and became captain, 
her ship cruising the African coast 
capturing gold ships. There were also 
other less successful women pirates; 
in Virginia in 1726, the authorities 
tried Mary Harley (or Harvey) and 
three men for piracy. The three men 
were sentenced to hang but Harley 
was released . Mary's husband 
Thomas was also involved in the pira
cy but seems to have escaped cap
ture. Mary and her husband had been 
transported to the colonies as con
victs a year earlier. Three years later 
in 1729, another deported female 
convict was on trial for piracy in the 
colony of Virginia . A gang of six 
pirates were sentenced to hang , 
including Mary Crickett (or Crichett), 
who along with Edmund Williams, the 
leader of the pirate gang, had been 
transported to Virginia as a felon in 
1728. 

However, the women pirates 
about whom we know the most are 
Anne Bonny and Mary Read. Mary 
Read was born as an illegitimate 
child, and brought up as a little boy by 
her mother in order to pass her off to 
her relatives as her legitimate son. 
She had to be tough to deal with the 
harsh circumstances of her life and 
by the time she was a teenager she 
was already "growing bold and 
strong ." Mary seems to have liked her 
male identity and enlisted herself as a 

sailor on a man-of-war and then as an 
English soldier in the war in Flanders. 
At the end of the war she joined a 
Dutch ship bound for the West Indies. 
When her ship was captured by 
'Calico' Jack Rackham's pirate crew, 
which included Anne Bonny, she 
decided to throw her lot in with the 
pirates. She seems to have taken to 
pirate life and began a new romance 
with one of the crew. When her lover 
got into an argument with a fellow 
pirate and was challenged to settle it 
in the pirate's customary way "at 
sword and pistol" , Mary saved her 
lover by picking a fight with the con
tender, challenging him to a duel two 
hours before that he was due to fight 
with her lover and then running him 
through with her cutlass. 

Anne Bonny was born the 
illegitimate child of a "Maid-Servant" 

anne bonny 

in Ireland and raised in male disguise, 
her father pretendi ng she was the 
ch ild of a relative entrusted to his 
care . He eventually took her to 
Charleston , South Carolina, where 
they no longer needed to keep up the 
pretence. Anne grew up into a 
"robust" woman of "fierce and coura
geous temper." Indeed, one time 
"when a young Fellow would have 
lain with her against her Will, she beat 
him so, that he lay ill of it a consider
able time." She ran away to the 
Caribbean where she fell in love with 
the captain of a pirate crew called 
'Calico' Jack Rackham (so-called 
because of his outlandish and colour
ful clothing) . Anne and 'Calico' Jack, 
"finding they could not by fair me'i:lns 
enjoy each other's Company wit~,.., 

~ - b .• 
~i. 

Freedom, resolved to run away 
together, and enjoy it in Spite of all the 
World ." They stole a ship from the 
harbour and for the next couple of 
years Bonny was Rackham's ship
mate and lover as their crew (which 
soon also included Mary Read dis
guised in male clothing , who joined 
them from a sh ip they captured) raid
ed shipping in the Caribbean and 
American coastal waters. 

One of the witnesses at their 
trial , a woman ca lled Dorothy 
Thomas, who had been taken prison
er by the pirates, sa id the women 
"wore Men 's Jackets, and long 
Trousers, and Handkerchiefs tied 
about their Heads and that each of 
them had a Mac et e] and Pistol in 
their Hands." Despi e the fact Read 
and Bonny were i en's clothing , 
their prisoner ool; she said 
that "the Reas o' er knowing and 
believing t e · o e Women was, by 
the large ess · · ei Breasts." 

0 er ·so ers taken by the 
a· Bonny and Read 

rofligate, cursing, 
ch , and very ready 

· any Th ing on board." 
e a ear to have exer-

cised so lee: ers ip; for example, 
e • e e pa o he group desrgnat-

ed • a d prizes- wh ich was a role 
ese ed for only the most fearless 

a d respected members of the crew. 
When the pirates "saw any vessel, 
gave Chase or Attack'd ," the pair 
"wore Men's Cloaths," but at other 
times, "they wore Women's Cloaths." 
Rackham, Bonny and Read were all 
caught in 1720 by a British navy sloop 
off Jamaica. The crew were all totally 
drunk (a common event) and hid in 
the hold - there was only one other 
apart from Bonny and Read who was 
brave enough to fight. In disgust, 
Mary Read fired a pistol down into the 
hold "killing one and wounding oth
ers." Eighteen members of the crew 
bad already been tried and sen
tenced to hang by the time the 
women came to court. Three of them, 
including Rackham, were later hung 
in chains at prime locations to act as 
a moral instruction and "Public 
Example" to the seamen who would 
pass their rotting corpses. However, 
Mary Read insisted that "Men of 
Courage" - like herself - did not fear 
death . Courage was a primary virtue 
amongst the pirates - it was o~ly 
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courage that ensured their continued 
survival. 'Calico' Jack Rackham had 
been promoted from quartermaster to 
captain when the then current cap
tain, Charles Vane , had been 
deposed by his crew for cowardice. 
So it was an ignominious end for 
Rackham to be told by Anne Bonny 
before he was due to be hanged that 
"if he had fought like a Man, he need 
not have been hang'd like a Dog." 
Both Bonny and Read escaped exe
cution because they "pleaded their 
Bellies, being Quick with Child, and 
pray'd that Execution might be staid ." 
Misson and Libertalia 
The most famous pirate utopia is that 
of Captain Misson and his pirate 
crew, who founded their intentional 
community, their lawless utopia of 
Libertalia in northern Madagascar in 
the Eighteenth century. 

Misson was French, born in 
Provence, and it was while in Rome 
on leave from the French warship 
Victoire that he lost his faith, disgust
ed by the decadence of the Papal 
Court. In Rome he ran into Caraccioli 
- a "lewd Priest" who over the course 
of long voyages with little to do but 
talk, gradually converted Misson and 
a sizeable portion of the . rest of the 
crew to his brand of atheistic commu
nism: 

" ... he fell upon Government, 
and shew'd, that every Man was born 
free, and had as much Right to what 
would support him, as to the Air he 
respired... that the vast Difference 
betwixt Man and Man, the one wal
lowing in Luxury, and the other in the 
most pinching Necessity, was owing 
only to Avarice and Ambition on the 
one Hand, and a pusillanimous 
Subjection on the other." 

Embarking on a career of 
piracy, the 200 strong crew of the 
Victoire called upon Misson to be 
their captain. They collectivised the 
wealth of the ship, deciding "all 
should be in common." All decisions 
were to be put to "the Vote of the 
whole Company." Thus they set out 
on their new "Life of Liberty." Off the 
west coast of Africa they captured a 
Dutch slave ship. The slaves were 
freed and brought aboard the 
Victoire , Misson declaring that "the 
Trading for those of our own Species, 
cou'd never be agreeable to the Eyes 
of divine Justice: That no Man had 
Power of Liberty of another'' and that 

"he had not exempted his Neck from 
the galling Yoak of Slavery, and 
asserted his own Liberty, to enslave 
others." At every engagement they 
added to their numbers with new 
French, English and Dutch recruits 
and freed African slaves. 

While cruising round the 
coast of Madagascar, Misson found a 
perfect bay in an area with fertile soil, 
fresh water and friendly natives. Here 
the pirates built Libertalia, renouncing 
their titles of English, French, Dutch 
or African and calling themselves 
Liberi. They created their own lan
guage, a polyglot mixture of African 
languages, combined with French, 
English, Dutch, Portuguese and 
native Madagascan. Shortly after the 
beg inning of building work on the 
colony of Libertalia , the Victoire ran 
into the pirate Thomas Tew, who 
decided to accompany them back to 
Libertalia. Such a colony was no new 
idea to Tew; he had lost his quarter
master and 23 of his crew when they 
had left to form a settlement further 
up the Madagascan coast. The Liberi 
- "Enemies to Slavery," aimed to 
boost their numbers by capturing 
another slave ship. Off the coast of 
Angola, J.e.v.{'s- crew took an · ~;.Qglish 
slave ship with 240 men, wom·en and 
children below decks. The African 
members of the pirate crew discov
ered many friends and relatives 
among the enslaved and struck off 
their fetters and handcuffs, regaling 
them with the glories of their new life 
of freedom. 

The pirates settled down to 
become farmers, holding the land in 
common - "no Hedge bounded any 
particular Man's Property." Prizes and 
money taken at sea were "carry'd into 
the common Treasury, Money being 
of no Use where every Thing was in 
common ." 

The Empire Strikes Back: The End 
of the Golden Age of Piracy 
The Golden Age of Euro-American 
piracy was roughly from 1650 to 1725 
with its peak in about 1720. There 
were very specific conditions and cir
cumstances that led to this hey-day 
on the high seas. The period opens 
with the emergence of the bucca
neers on the Caribbean islands of 
Hispaniola and Tortuga. For most of 
this period piracy was centred around 
the Caribbean, and with good reason . 

The Caribbean islands provided innu
merable hiding places, secret coves 
and uncharted islands; places where 
pirates could take on fresh water and 
provisions, rest up and lie in wait. The 
location was perfect; lying just on the 
route taken by the heavily laden 
treasure fleets from South America 
back to Spain and Portugal, the 
Caribbean was effectively impossible 
for any navy to police and many. 
islands were unclaimed or uninhabit
ed. All in all it added up to a freeboot
er's paradise. 

In 1700 a new law was intro
duced to allow for the swift trial and 
execution of pirates wherever they 
may be found. Previously they had to 
be transported back to London to 
stand trial and be executed at the low 
tide mark at Wapping . The 'Act for the 
More Effectual Suppression of Piracy' 
also enforced the use of the death 
penalty and gave rewards for resist
ing pirate attack, but most important
ly, it was not trial by jury but by a spe
cial court of naval officers. The 
famous Captain Kidd was one of the 
first victims of this new law - indeed 
the law was partially rushed through 
specifically so that it could be applied 
to him. He was hanged .at Execution . 
Doc~ in Wapping and his body was 
then placed in a gibbet, coated with 
tar to help preserve it, and hung at 
Tilbury Point to be a "terror to all that 
saw it." The blackened and rotting 
corpse was intended to serve as a 
very clear reminder to the common 
seaman of the risks of res isting the 
disciplines of wage labour. 

Kidd's case was unusual in 
that he was executed in London. After 
1700, under the provisions of the new 
law the war against the pirates would 
increasingly take place around the 
peripheries of Empire, and it wouldn't 
just be one or two corpses that dan
gled from crosstrees down near the 
tidemark but sometimes twenty or 
thirty at a time. In one particularly sig
nificant case in 1722 the British 
Admiralty tried 169 pirates of 
Bartholomew Roberts' crew and exe
cuted 52 of them at Cape Coast 
Castle on the Guinea Coast. The 72 
Africans on board , free or not, were 
sold into slavery, which perhaps 
some of them had escaped for a short 
while. 

It was the disappearance of 
the unique favourable conditions of . 
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the Golden Age that ended the reign 
of the pirates. With the development 
of capital in the 17th century came 
the rise of the state, fostered by the 
imperial wars that wracked the globe 
from 1688 onwards. The requi re
ments of conducting these vast wars 
necessitated a huge increase in state 
power. When, in 1713, the Treaty of 
Utrecht ended war between the 
European nations, the state's ability 
to actually police piracy was massive
ly increased. The end of the war also 
allowed naval ships to concentrate on 
hunting down the pirates and granted 
the British even larger commercial 
interests in the Caribbean , giving an 
extra incentive to these efforts. As the 
new, more powerful state consolidat
ed its monopoly on violence, the 
colonies were brought into line. The 
practice of dealing with pirates and 
investing in pirate voyages had con
tinued in the colonies long after it had 
become unacceptable at home; it was 
wiped out by an extension of state 
power from the mother country to 
enforce discipline on the colonies. 
The beginning of the end was marked 
by ex-buccaneer Sir Henry Morgan's 
return to Jamaica as Governor with 
express orders to destroy 1:he pirates. 
Naval patrols flushed them from their 
lairs and mass hangings eliminated 
the leaders. Ultimately the pirates' 
war on trade had become too suc
cessful to be tolerated; the state was 
fighting to allow commerce to flow 
unimpeded and capital to accumu
late, bringing wealth to the merchants 
and revenue to the state. 

If we want to look for the 
heirs of the libertarian piracy of the 
Golden Age we shouldn't necessarily 
only be looking at more recent 
pirates, but rather at how piracy fed 
into the Atlantic class struggle. Just 
as some of the initial impetus behind 
the piracy ~f the 17th and 18th cen
turies had come from land-based rad
ical movements like the Levellers, the 
flow of ideas and practices circulated 
around the Atlantic world , emerging in 
sometimes surprising places. In 1748 
there was a mutiny aboard the HMS 
Chesterfield, near Cape Coast Castle 
off the west coast of Africa. One of the 
ringleaders - John Place - had been 
there before; he was one of those 
captured with Bartholomew Roberts 
back in 1722. It was "old hands" like 
John Place who kept alive the pirate 

tradition and ensured the continuity of 
ideas and practices. The mutineers 
hoped pirate-fashion "to settle a 
colony". The term 'to strike' originated 
in mutiny, particularly the "Great 
Mutinies" at Spithead and the Nore in 
1797 when sailors would strike their 
sails to disrupt the ceaseless flow of 
trade and the state's war machine. 
These English , Irish and African 
sailors established thei r own "council" 
and "shipboard democracy" and 
some even talked of settl ing a "New 
Colony" in America or Madagascar. 
The pirates prospered in a power 
vacuum, during a period of upheaval 
and war that allowed them the free
dom to live effectively outside the law. 
With the coming of peace came an 
extension of control and an end to the 
possibility of pirate autonomy. This is 
not so surprising really when we con
sider that periods of war and turmoil 
have often allowed for revolutionary 

flower. 
"Is this Utopian? A map of the 

world which does o i elude Utopia 
is not worth even glancing at, for it 
leaves out the one country at which 
Humanity is always landing. And 
when Humanity lands there, it looks 
out, and, seeing a better country, sets 
sail. Progress is the rea lisation of 
Utopias." - Oscar Wilde, The Soul of 
Man Under Socialism 
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The Black Flag 

"Why is our flag black? Black is a 
shade of negation. The black flag is 
the negation of all flags. It is a nega
tion of nationhood wh ich puts the 
human race against itself and denies 
the unity of all humankind. Black is a 
mood of anger and outrage at all the 
hideous crimes against humanity per
petrated in the name of allegiance to 
one state or another." 

We all know that pirates flew 
the 'Jolly Roger' - the skull and cross
bones flag . The most likely derivation 
of the name 'Jolly Roger' is as an 
Anglicisation of the French Jolie 
Rouge - the red or 'bloody' flag that 
pirates originally used before the 
more well-known black. The red flag 
is widely known as the international 
symbol of proletarian revolution and 
revolt and the black flag has histori
cal ly been the flag of the anarchist 
movement. (These two colours were 
most famously co bined in the anar
cho-commu is· red and black flags of 
theSpanis re I ·on of 1936.) 

T e ea ies definite report of 
the black a ag ei g fl own by anar
chists or use i vorking class revolt 
is o· ' e fa o s anarch ist Louise 
Mic el lea a crowd of rioting 

I e a sack bakers' shops 
a lac ag on March 9th, '1 883. 

• e e ' ere are reports that she 
own a skull and cross-bones 

ag 12 years earlier in 1871 , while 
lead ing the women's battalions of the 
insurrectionary Paris Commune. The 
Paris Commune even had a daily 
paper called Le Pirate. 

In June 1780 when the pris
ons of London were broken open and 
the prisoners freed during the Gordon 
Riots we find this description: "A giant 
of a man had been seen riding a cart
horse and waving an immense black 
and red flag , like the standard bearer 
of an opposing army." This man's 
name was James Jackson and he led 
the masses to destroy London's main 
prison with a shout of "A-hoy for 
Newgate!" It would not be reading too 
much into it to suggest that this "a
hoy!" might indicate Jackson was a 
sailor - sailors had always been the 
most militant section of the working 
class, in which case th is black and 
red flag signaling a call to freedom on 
the streets of London could easily 
have direct links to the black and red 
flags of the Caribbean several years 
earl ier. This th us considerably pr~-
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a es Louise Michel and almost puts 
s back in the hey-day of the pirates. 

T ,e red and black flew again in the 
aribbean in 1791. After a huge slave 

~e olt, part of the old pirate strong
old of Hispaniola took instead the 
ative American name "Haiti" and 
ecame the world's first independent 
lack republic. Led by Toussaint 
'Ouverture, the rebels defeated the 

· rces of three empires to win their 
liberty. The red and black flag of Haiti 
became a banner of freedom to eigh
teenth and nineteenth century blacks, 
especially to sailors who would sail to 
Haiti , become Haitians and then 
return home flying a red and black 
fl ag . American slaves aboard naval 
and merchant vessels would flee and 
seek refuge in Haiti . 

Of a certain William 
Davidson, we are informed: "at a 
demonstration he protected the black 
flag with skull and cross bones, 'Let 
us die like Men and not be sold like 
Slaves,' the flag said." Davidson was 
a black man born in 1786 and execut
ed in 1820. He was born in Kingston, 
Jamaica -erstwhile 'wickedest city on 
the earth' and notorious pirate capital. 
He spent three years at sea, was a 
trade unionist, read Tom Paine and 
may have had some connection to 
Toussaint L'Ouverture and the revolu
tion in Haiti. He was finally executed 
on Mayday 1820 with others for being 
part of the 'Cato Street conspiracy' to 
assassinate the entire cabinet while 
they were at dinner. This was intend
ed to lead to attacks on Mansion 
House and the Bank of England, the 
seizing of artillery and to give the 
spark for a revolution in Britain! 
Be Proud to fly the Jolly Roger! 
Waging War on the Whalers 
Since 1977, modern-day, real-life 
pirates Sea Shepherd have roamed 
the world's oceans attacking and 
sinking whaling vessels and drift net
ters. The black ship with a black 
pirate flag is equipped with spikes for 
ripping open the sides of enemy ves
sels and bows reinforced with 18 tons 
of concrete for ramming them. Flying 
their own version of the Jolly Roger -
a skull above a crossed shepherd's 
crook and trident - 'Neptune's Navy' 
have engaged in over 20 years of 
guerrilla war for marine ecology: "Any 
whaling ship on the ocean is a target 
for Sea Shepherd." 

~~~~!li!Q) 
First published in February in ranee arid faith, discovered his-own 
the Mother Earth journal. image, but enlarged and reversed -

To give an adequate exposi
tion of the Philosophy of Atheism, it 
would be necessary to go into the his
torical changes of the belief in a Deity, 
from its earliest beginning to the pres
ent day. But that is not within the 
scope of the present paper. However, 
it is not out of place to mention, in 
passing, that the concept God, 
Supernatural Power, Spirit, Deity, or 
in whatever other term the essence of 
Theism may have found expression, 
has become more indefin ite and 
obscure in the course of time and 
progress. In other words, the God 
idea is growing more impersonal and 
nebulous in- proportion as the human 
mind is learning to understand natural 
phenomena and in the degree that 
science progressively correlates 
human and social events. God, 
today, no longer represents the same 
forces as in the beginning of His exis
tence; neither does He direct human 
d~s!if.lY with, the same\ Iron hand as of 
yore. Rather does ' the God · idea 
express a sort of spiritualistic stimulus 
to satisfy the fads and fancies of 
every shade of human weakness. In 
the course of human development 
the God idea has been forced to 
adapt itself to every phase of human 
affairs, which is perfectly consistent 
with the origin of the idea itself. 

The conception of gods origi
nated in fear and curiosity. Primitive 
man, unable to understand the phe
nomena of nature and harassed by 
them, saw in every terrifying manifes
tation some sinister force expressly 
directed against him; and as igno
rance and fear are the parents of all 
superstition, the troubled fancy of 
primitive man wove the God idea. 
Very aptly, the world-renowned athe
ist and anarchist, Michael Bakunin, 
says in his great work God and the 
State: "All religions, with their gods, 
their demi-gods, and their prophets, 
their messiahs and their saints, were 
created by the prejudiced fancy of 
men who had not attained the full 
development and full possession of 
their faculties. Consequently, the reli
gious heaven is nothing but the 
mirage in which man, exalted by igno-

that is divinised . The history of reli
gions, of the birth, grandeur, and the 
decline of the gods who had succeed
ed one another in human belief, is 
nothing, therefore, but the develop-. 
ment of the collective intelligence and 
conscience of mankind. As fast as 
they discovered, in the course of their 
historically progressive advance, 
either in themselves or in external 
nature, a quality, or even any great 
defect whatever, they attributed it to 
their gods, after having exaggerated 
and enlarged it beyond measure, 
after the manner of children, by an act 
of their religious fancy ... With all due 
respect, then, to the metaphysicians 
and religious idealists, philosophers, 
politicians or poets: the idea of God 
implies the abdication of human rea
son and justice; it is the most decisive 
negation of human liberty, and neces
sarily ends in the enslavement of 
mankind, both in theory and practice." 
Thus the God idea, revived, readjust
ed, . and enlarged or narrowed, 
according to the necessity of the time, 
has dominated humanity and will con
tinue to do so until man will raise his 
head to the sunlit day, unafraid and 
with an awakened will to himself. In 
proportion as man learns to realize 
himself and mold his own destiny the
ism becomes superfluous. How far 
man will be able to find his relation to 
his fellows will depend entirely upon 
how much he can outgrow his 
dependence upon God. 

Already there are indications 
that theism, which is the theory of 
speculation, is being replaced by 
Atheism, the science of demonstra
tion; the one hangs in the metaphysi
cal clouds of the Beyond, while the 
other has its roots firmly in the soil. It 
is the earth, not heaven, which man 
must rescue if he is truly to be saved. 
The decline of theism is a most inter
esting spectacle, especially as mani
fested in the anxiety of the theists, 
whatever their particular brand. They 
realize , much to their distress, that 
the masses are growing daily more 
atheistic, more anti-religious; that 
they are quite willing to leave the 
Great Beyond and its heavenly 
domain to the angels and sparrows; 
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because more and more the masses 
are becoming engrossed in the prob
lems of their immediate existence. 
How to bring the masses back to the 
God idea, the spirit, the First Cause, 
etc. - that is the most pressing ques
tion to all theists. Metaphysical as all 
these questions seem to be, they yet 
have a very marked physical back
ground. Inasmuch as religion , "Divine 
Truth," rewards and punishments are 
the trade-marks of the largest, the 
most corrupt and pernicious, the most 
powerful and lucrative industry in the 
world , not excepting the industry of 
manufacturing guns and munitions. It 
is the industry of befogging the 
human mind and stifling the human 
heart. Necessity knows no law; hence 
the majority of theists are compelled 
to take up every subject, even if it has 
no bearing upon a 
deity or revelation o 
the Great Beyond . 
Perhaps they sen 
the fact that huma 

the ignorant and curious often tend to 
create a mild state of insanity not 
infrequently coupled with eroto
mania. All these frantic efforts find 
approval and support from the earthly 
powers; from the Russian despot to 
the American President; from 
Rockefeller and Wanamaker down to 
the pettiest business man. They blow 
that capital invested in Billy Sunday, 
the Y.M.C.A., Christian Science, and 
various other religious institutions will 
return enormous profits from the sub
dued, tamed, and dull masses. 
Consciously or unconsciously, most 
theists see in gods and devils, heav
en and hell ; reward and punishment, 
a whip to lash the people into obedi
ence, meekness and contentment. 
The truth is that theism would have 
lost its footi ion before this but for 

and mercy. Yet injustice among men 
is ever on the increase; the outrages 
committed against the masses in this 
country alone would seem enough to 
overflow the very heavens. But where 
are the gods to make an end to all 
these horrors , these wrongs, this 
inhumanity to man? No, not the gods, 
but MAN must rise in his mighty 
wrath. He, deceived by all the deities, 
betrayed by their emissaries, he, him
self, must undertake to usher in jus
tice upon the earth. The philosophy of 
Atheism expresses the expansion 
and growth of the human mind . The 
philosophy of theism, if we can call it 
philosophy, is static and fixed. Even 
the mere attempt to pierce these 
mysteries represents, from the theis
tic point of view, non-belief in the all
embracing omnipotence, and even a 

denial of the wisdom 
of the divine powers 
outside of man. 
Fortunately, howev
er, t e human mind 
never was, and 
never can be, bound 
by fixiti es . Hence it is 
forging ahead in its 
restless march 

rds knowledge 
and life. The h\.Jman 

· mind is realizing "that 
tions. universe is not 
their tolerance; but · result of a ere-
is a tolerance not tive fiat by some 
understanding; b , 1vme intelligence, 
of weakness. ut of nothing, pro-
Perhaps that ="'--------------------------------'ducing a masterpiece 
explains the efforts fostered in all reli- the combined support of Mammon chaotic in perfect operation ," but that 
gious publications to combine varie- and power. How thoroughly bankrupt it is the product of chaotic forces 
gated religious philosophies and con- it really is, is being demonstrated in operating through eons of time, of 
flicting theistic theories into one the trenches and battlefields of clashes and cataclysms, of repulsion 
denominational trust. More and more, Europe today. and attraction crystallizing through 
the various concepts "of the only true Have not all theists painted the principle of selection into what the 
God, the only pure spirit, -- the only their Deity as the god of love and theists call, "the un iverse guided into 
true religion" are tolerantly glossed goodness? Yet after thousands of order and bea uty." As Joseph 
over in the frantic effort to establish a years of such preachments the gods McCabe well points out in his 
common ground to rescue the mod- remain deaf to the agony of the Existence of God: "a law of nature is 
ern mass from the "pernicious" influ- human race. Confucius cares not for not a formu la drawn up by a legisla
ence of atheistic ideas. It is character- the poverty, squalor and misery of tor, but a mere summary of the 
istic of theistic "tolerance" that no one people of China. Buddha remains observed facts -- a 'bundle of facts.' 
really cares what the people believe undisturbed in his philosophical indif- Things do not ac in a particular way 
in , just so they believe or pretend to ference to the famine and starvation because there is a law, but we state 
believe. To accomplish this end, the of outraged Hindoos; Jahve contin- the 'law' because they act in that 
crudest and vulgarest methods are ues deaf to the bitter cry of Israel; 
being used . Religions endeavor while Jesus refuses to rise from the 
meetings and revivals with Billy dead against his Christians who are 
Sunday as their champion -methods butchering each other. The burden of 
which must outrage every refined all song and praise "unto the Highest" 
sense, and which in their effect upon has been that God stands for justic~ , 

.... .. - ~~ . 

. :.,· 

way." 
The philosophy of Atheism 

represents a concept of life without 
any metaphysical Beyond or Divine 
Regu lator. It is the concept of an actu
al , real world with its liberating, 
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not a formula drawn up by a legisla
tor, but a mere summary of the 
observed facts -- a 'bundle of facts.' 
Things do not act in a particular way 
because there is a law, but we state 
the 'law' because they act in that 
way." 

cious as the principle of theism which for man. Atheism is already helping to 
represents the belief in a supernatu- free man from his dependence upon 
ral , or even omnipotent, power to rule punishment and reward as the heav
the earth and man upon it. It is the enly bargain- counter for the poor in 
absolutism of theism, its pernicious spirit. Do not all theists insist that 
influence upon humanity, its paralyz- there can be no morality, no justice, 
ing effect upon thought and action, honesty or fidelity without the belief in 

The philosophy of Atheism which Atheism is fighting with all its a Divine Power? Based upon fear 
represents a concept of life without power. The philosophy of Atheism and hope, such morality has always 
any metaphysical Beyond or Divine has its root in the earth, in this life; its been a vile product, . imbued partly 
Regulator. It is the concept of an actu- aim is the emancipation of the human with self- righteousness, partly with. 
al, real world with its liberating , race from all God-heads, be they hypocrisy. As to truth, justice, and 
expanding and beautifying possibili- Judaic, Christian , Mohammedan, fidelity, who have been their brave 
ties, as against an unreal world, Buddhist, Brahministic, or what not. exponents and daring proclaimers? 
which , with its spirits, or~l-r--------------------------,Nearly always the god-
des, and mean co less ones: the Atheists; 
ment has kept humanity in they lived, fought, and 
helpless degradation. I died for them. They knew 
may seem a wild paradox, that justice, truth, and 
and yet it is pathetically fidelity are not, condi-
true, that this real, visibl tioned in heaven, but that 
world and our life should are related to and 
have been so long un with the 
the influence of meta changes 
ical speculation, rath ng on in the social and 
than of physical demo material life of the human 
strable forces. Under the race; not fixed and eter-
lash of the theistic idea, nal , but fluctuating , even 
this earth has served no life itself. 
other purpose than as a To what heights the 
temporary station to losophy of Atheism 
man's capacity for immola- ye_t attain, no one 
tion to the will of God. B n prophesy. But this 
the moment man attempt- much can already be pre-
ed to ascerta in the nature dieted: only by its regen-
ofthat wi ll , he was told that erating fire will human 
it was utterly futile for NO, I'M NOT AFRAID relations be purged from 
"finite human intelligence" the horrors of the past 
to get beyond the all-pow- Q F THE DAMN THING. Thoughtful people are 
erful infin ite will. Under beginning to realize that 
terrific weight of thi I JUST DON ·r LIKE THE moral precepts, imposed 
omnipotence, man ha upon humanity through 
been bowed into the dust INSANITY IT PROMOTES. religious terror, have 
- a will less creature, .__ ______________________ --'become stereotyped and 
ken and sweating in the dark. The tri- Mankind has been punished long and have therefore lost all vitality. A 
umph of the philosophy of Atheism is heavily for having created its gods; glance at life today, at its disintegrat
to free man from the nightmare of nothing but pain and persecution has ing character, its conflicting interests 
gods; it means the dissolution of the been man's lot since gods began. with their hatreds, crimes, and greed, 
phantoms of the beyond. Again and There is but one way out of this blun- suffices to prove the sterility of theis
again the ligl}t of reason has dispelled der: Man must break his fetters which tic morality. Man must get back to 
the theistic nightmare, but poverty, have chained him to the gates of himself before he can learn his rela
misery and fear have recreated the heaven and hell, so that he can begin tion to his fellows. Prometheus 
phantoms - though whether old or to fashion out of his reawakened and chained to the Rock of Ages is 
new, whatever their external form, illumined consciousness a new world doomed to remain the prey of the vul
they differed little in their essence. upon earth. Only after the triumph of tures of darkness. Unbind 
Atheism, on the other hand, in its the Atheistic philosophy in the minds Prometheus, and you dispel the night 
philosophic aspect refuses allegiance and hearts of man will freedom and and its horrors. Atheism in its nega
not merely to a defin ite concept of beauty be realized. Beauty as a gift tion of gods is at the same time the 
God, but it refuses all servi ude to the from heaven has proved useless. It strongest affirmation of man, and 
God idea, and opposes he theistic will, however, become the essence through man , the eternal yea to life, 
principle as such . Gods in eir indi- and impetus of life when man learns purpose, and beauty. 
vidual function are not half as per i- to see in the earth the only heaven fit 
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"if it's not for everyone 
it shou d be for no one" 
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